
  Tuesday 13th December 2016  

The Valley School Bulletin 
 

Key dates 
Are now available on our Website—please take a look 

 

Last day of Autumn Term—Wednesday 21st December—2pm 

First day of Spring Term—Thursday 5th January 2017 

Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening—Tuesday 17th January 

Half term break—Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As we head towards the end of another year, I would like to thank all of you for your support and trust in 

me and my wonderful staff.  As the school celebrates its Silver Jubilee, we can all be proud of what our pu-

pils achieve and the people they become.  Over the year, we will be celebrating several Jubilee events 

and we hope you will join us. 

Sadly, we say goodbye to a few of our staff at the end of this term.  Julie Manton is taking on a new role in 

the NHS and Lauren Moore will be leading in Performing Arts in a number of Cambridgeshire schools-

working with a touring dance group.  David Steadman and Paul Smith are moving on to new teaching op-

portunities and Cheryl Deschamps is exploring new career choices.  We wish them all well for the future 

and thank them for all that they have given over their time with us. 

We are delighted to welcome new staff to add to and enrich our new team.  We have been very lucky to 

make strong and exciting appointments at a time when many schools are struggling to recruit.  Helen Dor-

mer will take over 3SM and brings her vast experience from Garston Manor School, where she has held re-

sponsibility for music and has been Assistant Headteacher.  Marie Nelson will take over 3ST.  She  comes to 

us from Woolgrove School and knows many of our pupils very well already.  Her skills will be invaluable as 

we strengthen our learning styles within KS3.  Sarah Sapstead and Julie Paget are due to join our Office 

team in the New Year, as Exams and Data Manager and Receptionist.  They are highly skilled, motivated 

and excited to be taking on new challenges amongst us.  I am sure you will help us to make them wel-

come. 

We are delighted to welcome 2 new parent governors, following the recent appeal.  Both have been invit-

ed without the need for an election and they bring a wealth of new experience to the team.  Richard 

Masters and Adebola Ibitoye both have children in year 7 and are, like all of you, committed to helping 

the school continue to move forward. 

Please take time to complete the questionnaire on our website or to visit Parent View on the Ofsted web-

site.  Your feedback is invaluable to us. 

 

Corina Foster, Headteacher 

 

Christmas Lunch—Monday 19th December 2016 

Our Christmas lunch is going to be on the above date and will be a buffet provided free of charge (menu 

attached for your information).  If your child does not want the buffet lunch then they can bring in their 

own festive packed lunch.  This will be part of a fun-filled day including Sleeping Beauty Pantomime and 

pastoral team activities.   

 

KS3 Disco—Tuesday 20th December 2016 

All Key Stage 3 (year 7,8,9) pupils will be going to a disco at The Shephall Centre in Shephall Green on Tues-

day 20th December.  Pupils will leave school after lunch and will walk, supervised, to the centre and will be 

back in time for taxis at the end of the day. 

 

 

 



 

ParentMail 

We are hoping to introduce ParentMail in January.  Communicating with parents/carers is an important 

part of what we do, making sure you get the  correct information about activities, events and things that 

really matter is something we care about.  Instructions on how to access ParentMail and confirmation 

when it goes live, will be sent to you in due course.  Parents/carers will be able to receive school messag-

es instantly,  make online payments plus much, much more. 

 

4A Enterprise 

 

4A would like to thank all the parents for their support with their enterprise projects so far.  The Valley Tuck 

Shop is now open every Thursday and run by 4A.  We also have a market stall in Stevenage Indoor Mar-

ketplace, selling hand-made items which 4A have been making.  The stall is open every Thursday 9.30am-

2.30pm.  Please come and visit us on the stall. 

 
Eligibility for Free School Meals 

If you think you may be eligible for free school meals and wish to apply then please contact Free School 

Meals on: 0300 123 4048 or www.hertsdirect.org/freeschoolmeals.  

 

School Meals 

The  cost of a school meal is £2.35 daily, £11.75 weekly or the termly amount £63.35 from 5th January to 

10th February 2017. 

  

Friends of The Valley (FOTVS) 

The Friends of The Valley School continues to be very busy in the interests of the school and the wider 

community. 

A great time was had by all at the Christmas Disco and there was a good turnout. The raffle and tombola 

and snack stall raised a tidy sum. Funds raised go towards school projects.  At present this is the renova-

tion of the dining area. Do look out for the next one! 

The FOTVS are also running “Secret Santa” from the 12th to the 16th of December at lunchtime in the visi-

tors’ room for those pupils who returned forms.  FOTVS buy presents with the money sent in and help the 

pupils to wrap their chosen presents for parents and carers. 

A community cause, The Winter Shelter, is being supported by the school with help from FOTVS. Classes 

are collecting non-perishable food items and toiletries which will be delivered in the last week of term. 

FOTVS run a cake stall on the last day of each half term to raise funds for chosen charities at least once a 

year. 

The 50/50 club also raises funds for the school while at the same time providing prize money for the lucky 

winners whose names are drawn once a month in assembly. It costs £1 a month to join, so from January it 

will cost £7 till the end of the school year. Forms are available from the school or electronically from 

dilangford@outlook.com 

FOTVS always welcomes new members. Do join. There are always many exciting projects on the go.  You 

can become more closely involved in the school in this way and your support is much appreciated. 

This Bulletin is available to download from our Website.  Also all letters will be available to download from 

January 2017. 
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