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Friday 11th February 2022 
  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This is my last letter of the half-term and there is so much to share with you, about what has 
happened over the past week and what is coming up after the break. 
 
EHCP Day 
Our Education Health Care Plan day was an overwhelming success.  Attendance was 
extremely high and the feedback from parents and staff was amazing.  I would like to extend 
a massive thank you to everyone that was involved in its organisation and who participated. 
 
Key Stage 4 rewards trip 
On 23rd February there will be a rewards trip for Key Stage 4 during the afternoon. Pupils 
have chosen either bowling or trampolining and they will be using their reward points to pay 
for their activity. If you would like any further information please contact Mrs Small or Miss 
Heller. 
 
World Book Day 
World Book Day is on the 3rd March. Staff and students are being encouraged to dress up as 
a character from a book to celebrate reading. Dressing up is optional and does not have to 
be a bought costume - an accessory associated with a story would work equally as well. 
There will be activities for the students to complete in their English lessons and a themed 
assembly. 
 
Our Learning for Life Curriculum 
We have had a request from a parent to include ‘Preparation for driving tests’ to be 
included in our Learning for Life Curriculum and thought ‘what a great idea.’  We will 
definitely be adding this to our programme, but thought it would be useful to ask parents 
whether there was anything else that we could introduce.  If you have any ideas please 
email laura.jeeves@thevalley.herts.sch.uk 
 
Free School Meal Vouchers 
Half term FSM vouchers have been sent out this week. If you do not receive them please 
contact fsm@thevalley.herts.sch.uk 
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If you think you may be eligible please visit below for more 
information  https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-
school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx 
 
 
Coffee Mornings 
Starting from Wednesday 2nd March we will be holding a coffee morning every fortnight to 
share information about SEND, supporting children with various needs, online safety and 
much more.  Our Enterprise group and Hospitality group in Years 10 and 11 will host the 
mornings, providing coffee, cake and biscuits.  Our hope is that parents will find the 
sessions, relaxed, comfortable, informative and supportive.  The intention is to rotate them 
between Wednesdays and Thursdays to ensure everyone can access them.  More details 
about times will follow in my next letter. 
 
PE Department Update 
The PE Department are really excited about putting the new bikes to use after half-term as 
we have Herts Balance and Ride coming in to school to help teach our children to ride. We 
will be starting with Year 11 students and then working our way through the other year 
groups. During this week the PE staff will be learning the methods of the ‘Balance and Ride’ 
techniques to teach all students later this year. This is just the start of this really exciting and 
important project.  It will continue to work towards the school and PE department’s ethos of 
promoting healthy and active students, teaching them a lifelong skill and encouraging our 
students to be ambitious.  
 
Extra-curricular clubs are very important to the school and we believe that all students 
should have the opportunity to experience clubs both during the day and after school. We 
have produced a timetable with multiple clubs daily to encourage students to attend during 
unstructured times.  
 
We have after school clubs on Tuesday and Wednesday which a number of students already 
attend but we hope to have even more in the future. If your child is taxied into school and 
you have no way of picking them up after a club, then the school can provide a minibus to 
drop them off. Please look out for a letter after half-term with all the information about 
clubs, as these opportunities are brilliant for both the staff and students.  
 
Through Stevenage Football Club we have given a number of students the opportunity to 
watch Stevenage play Bristol Rovers for their Level Playing Field Day. We hope to see some 
amazing photos of the event. If your seat numbers do not match do not panic we have the 
whole area so you can sit with your family members.  
 
If you have any questions about either of the updates please do not hesitate to email Mr 
Walker on elliot.walker@thevalley.herts.sch.uk  
 
 
Fire Service Week 
Five young lads from Key Stage 4 had an excellent opportunity to go and complete the Life 
course hosted by Hertfordshire Fire Service. Mr Walker and Miss Heller were lucky enough 
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to watch them passing out and listen to the instructors praise for the young gentlemen! It 
was a great experience for all. Well done, Frankie, Kai, Lewis, Danny and Alfie Y.  
 

 
 
Governor vacancies 
As a school we are 
dependent on our 
Governors to be our 
critical friends and 
monitor the school’s 
progress.  It is an 
extremely rewarding 
role that holds 
considerable standing in 
any community.  If you 
are looking for a way to 
give back to society, 
beef up your CV or have 
an influential role in 
education, we would 
love you to explore the 
opportunity to become a school Governor.  There are some meetings and school visits, but 
it isn’t restrictive or onerous, and we can often work around people who already have busy 
lives.  We have recently had a couple of positions become available and would really 



appreciate your support.  If this is something you would be interested in please email me 
head@thevalley.herts.sch.uk. 
 
 
Year 7 Titanic Day 
 
Our Year 7s have 
spent the day 
celebrating the 
conclusion of their 
Titanic project.  The 
day has included 
dressing up, a 
twelve course meal 
and simulating the 
sinking of the ship.  I 
have had the 
pleasure of 
welcoming them on 
board, dining with 
the students and 
explaining to any 
visitors to the school 
why I am wearing a hat and a dickie bow. 
 
 
 
Year 9 reports 
Due to some technical issues, we have had to put the release date of the Year 9 reports back 
a week.  They will now be published on 4th March 2022.  We apologise if 
this causes any inconvenience. 
 
Inset Day 
I thought it would be useful for parents to be provided with advanced 
notice of the school’s inset day on Tuesday 19th April.  Children will be 
welcomed back from the Easter holidays as normal on Wednesday 20th 
April.  Please see the calendar opposite. 
 
Easter Extravaganza 
Again a brief reminder that the new date for our Easter Extravaganza is 
Thursday 31st March 2022 between 6pm and 8pm.  We have rebooked 
the Mayor, Fire Service, Police and a Magician. 
 
The students that have been rehearsing and practising are very excited 
about their performance and we hope you can keep the date free to join 
us. 
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Hirings 
If you are a member of a club or society that are looking for a space to perform, practice or 
rehearse then please contact our Business Manager Paula Frost by calling (01438) 747274. 
We have a hall and a gym which we would like to hire out at £30 per hour each.  The money 
accrued would be directed back in to the school to improve the learning experiences of our 
young people.   
 
Wishing you a relaxing, safe and enjoyable break over half-term. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
David Pearce  
Headteacher 


