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Friday 10th June 2022 
  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Another busy week draws to a close at The Valley School.  We have had a large number of 
trips and visits go out, many involving our Year 11s who finish their formal education today.   
 
Year 11 Bowling Trip 
As part of the Year 11’s day today they have enjoyed a bowling 
trip and a celebratory barbeque.  We are looking forward to 
seeing them all dressed at the Prom on Thursday 23rd June at 
The Broadhall Suite at Stevenage Football Club. 
 
Prizes and Awards Thursday 21st July, 
A letter went out today trying to establish travel 
arrangements for our Prizes and Awards day which will be 
held on the last day of the summer term.  Due to the capacity 
of our hall, the plan is for our Years 7 and 8 to attend between 
9am and 11am and Years 9, 10 and 11 to attend between 
11:45am and 1:15pm.  We have so many awards to give out 
(over £4000 worth) sponsored by the construction companies 
ASHE and MACE.  We are very much looking forward to sharing this occasion with you.   
 
Unfortunately we are negotiating a headache with regards to travel arrangements.  The 
transport to and from school will run as normal, but there needs to be a switch of year 
groups at the end of the Year 7 & 8 ceremony and the beginning of the Year 9,10 & 11 
ceremony; school taxis will not be running at this time. 
 
We are calling for any support possible to help with bringing the Year 9, 10 and 11 students 
in and dropping the Year 7 & 8 students off between 11am and 11:45am.  If there are any 
opportunities where you could collect or bring in your child between these times, or car 
share with a student who is a neighbour, that would really help us out and ensure the day 
runs more smoothly.  Thank you in anticipation of your support with this. 
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Art at The Valley 
During last term, Year 7 researched all things 
‘London’, including how artists have depicted 
London in their own unique ways. In Art, we 
concentrated on Stephen Wiltshire’s use of pen to 
create detailed cityscapes and Kristiana Williams’ 
use of layers, maps and iconic objects/buildings to 
create beautiful collages. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
We used pen to outline our London skyline and backed it onto a map. Some of us drew 
more images onto our maps, before adding our own double-decker bus and the flowers and 
animals Williams’ uses. We were very proud of our achievements! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meanwhile in Year 8, we had been learning about natural disasters and so took our art 
research into creating movement in our artwork. We used shape and shading to create our 
spinning tornados…. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Then copied them - so we could keep our originals – cutting and manipulating them to 
create moving art…. windmills! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Zones of Regulation 
 

The Zones of Regulation has been launched this 
week in The Valley. If students can be heard saying 
they feel a bit ‘yellow’…don’t panic, they are using 
the colour-coded zones to help them recognise how 
they are feeling and what strategies they can use to 
get back into the Green Zone, where we are happy, 
calm, focused and ‘Ready to learn’. Students ‘check-
in’ at different points of the day, allowing them time 
to tune into their emotions and recognise that we 
all have all of these emotions at different times. 
https://www.zonesofregulation.com/index.html  

 
Have a look at their website, or browse the training presentation that was used for staff in 
school, on the school website.  
 
Bringing the Zones into school will help support emotional regulation and provide a 
common language across the school, between schools and between home and school – this 
is an internationally recognised programme and students have responded positively so far.  
 
What Zone are you in? 

 

https://www.zonesofregulation.com/index.html


Year 10 Stem Centre Trip  
On Thursday Year 10 students had an amazing experience 
at the STEM discovery centre in Stevenage. They explored 
various activities that included interactive experiments of 
Space, Energy (including Light and Sound), Materials, Forces 
and Magnetism.  They had also had access to the Mars 
Yards test area, where they could see the prototype rovers 
that Airbus engineers were testing as part of the ExoMars 
project.  
 
The students had an opportunity to take part in a rocket 
launching completion, where they had the chance to make 
and then launch their rocket up into the air! There were 
two clear winners who will receive STEM discovery prizes 
today. Well done to all involved.  
 
 
         

                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Year 8 Library Trip 

On Tuesday, Year 8 had a visit to Stevenage Library for the morning. The library organised a 
Jubilee event for them by preparing silhouettes of the Queen to decorate and also allowed 
them to make a Union flag.  



The students had an introduction to 
the Library by the lovely library staff, 
a brilliant book reading and the group 
were then given the opportunity to 
look at and read books. The whole 
year group were so polite, kind and 
wonderful throughout their time 
there and the library staff were 
singing their praises throughout. 

All of the students’ art work which 
they worked so hard to complete, is now also pride of place in the Stevenage Library and 
looks amazing! 

They were absolutely fantastic at representing The Valley School, well done Year 8!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sports Week 
We had a brilliant time this week in PE lessons, the students were spilt into three separate 
teams.  In the first two lessons they worked individually to score points for their team. They 
competed in three events; shot putt, running events and a basketball shootout. The 
students worked on their technique and we had some outstanding results; it was a great 
opportunity for them to work individually but understand that their performance overall 
effects their team performance and the ownership and willingness to support their team 
was fantastic.  

 
In the third and fourth lessons we 
turned to team games. We designed 
two fun activities for them to 
compete in. The first game was a 
version of capture the flag which is 
shown in the pictures below.  
 



Students were given a 
base to protect and they 
had to secure all three 
balls to their base to win, 
we then assessed their 
teamwork skills to see 
which team was the most 
successful. The other 

game we designed was a dodgeball battleships game, where students were given a set 
amount of equipment and they had to build a fort to protect their ships (White foam poles). 
The students then fired the missiles (dodgeballs) to try and sink the ships. The students 
loved this game and we saw some brilliant initiative with the forts they built. 
 
This is another successful event we have run in the PE department this year, along with 
reintroducing swimming and adding bike riding to the curriculum.  
 
 
Hirings 
If you are a member of a club or society that are looking for a space to perform, practice or 
rehearse then please contact our Business Manager Paula Frost by calling (01438) 747274. 
We have a hall and a gym which we would like to hire out at £30 per hour each.  The money 
accrued would be directed back in to the school to improve the learning experiences of our 
young people.   
 
Wishing you a relaxing, safe and enjoyable weekend.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
David Pearce  
Headteacher 


