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As we settle into the new academic year, it’s been wonderful to see such a positive atmosphere
across the school. Our students have returned with great enthusiasm, and it’s been especially
heartening to see how quickly our new students and staff have integrated into the school
community.

The energy around the school is uplifting — classrooms are buzzing with learning, and there’s a
real sense of teamwork and optimism in every corner. Whether it’s in lessons, lunchtime chats,
or outdoor activities, the spirit of The Valley School is shining through.

Thank you to everyone — staff, students, and families — for helping to create such a smooth and
successful start to the term.

Team GB Success for The Valley School’s Very Own Martina Barber
The Valley School is delighted to congratulate Miss Barber ¥

on her recent selection to represent Team Great Britain at

the 2025 Virtus World Athletics Championships, taking

place in Australia from 8*"—15% October 2025.Miss Barber

will proudly compete in three events: the 100 metres,

Discus, and Long Jump. Everyone at The Valley School

wishes her the very best of luck — we are all incredibly

proud of her achievements and excited to cheer her on as

she competes on the world stage.
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The Valley One-Way System — Important Reminder

We have received concerns from parents and other members of our community about drivers
not following the one-way system when entering and leaving The Valley grounds. Unfortunately,
there have been several reports of near misses.

For everyone’s safety, please make sure you follow the one-way system at all times. The correct
route is shown below — thank you for helping us keep our community safe.
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Year 10 & 11 Performing Arts Students Visit Stevenage Market

This week, our Year 10 and 11 Performing Arts students had the wonderful opportunity to visit
Pam at Buttons and Bow in Stevenage Market. With the market stalls preparing to relocate, Pam
kindly invited us to select some fabric remnants that could be repurposed for creative projects in
school.

The visit was a vibrant and inspiring experience. Students explored a variety of colours, patterns,
and textures, sparking ideas for future costumes, set designs, and classroom displays. It was a



fantastic way to connect with the local community
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while thinking creatively about sustainability and i “ _ ekl AL
reuse. :
A heartfelt thank you to Pam for her generosity and
support of our Performing Arts programme!




Reminder: Student Medical Information

information for their child. This includes details of any medical conditions,
allergies, medications, or changes to emergency contact information.
Accurate medical records help us to provide the best possible care and support for your child
during the school day.

J We kindly ask all families to ensure that the school holds up-to-date medical

If there have been any recent changes, or if you're unsure whether we have the most current
information, please complete a new medical form. These can be requested from reception.
Thank you for your continued support in keeping our records accurate and up to date.

Photos
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We are visiting your school

Tuesday 7th October 2025
offering individual photos.

(Please ensure your child is wearing
full school uniform where applicable)

7x5 mounted print £12
12x8 mounted print £14
Digital download of your photo £4*

“Digital Downloads are only available in addition to purchasing the individual printed photo

Science through collage

Sky class combined their Science learning with Art and English this week as they explored the
properties of materials through collage.



The students felt the materials' textures and described them to each other, before choosing
materials of varying properties to create colourful pictures.

This exploratory session supported the students focus on adjectives (describing words) from our
English work as well; materials we found were soft, squashy, rough, smooth and many more!
Their artworks will be brought home today.

Flu Immunisation Thursday 25" September

We will be holding our annual flu immunisation session on
Thursday 25th September. The vaccine will be administered by
the NHS team using a nasal spray, which is a quick and painless
method suitable for children.

Please ensure consent forms are returned promptly. If you have
any questions, feel free to contact the school office.




Football on the New Astro at Stevenage FC!

As mentioned in a previous newsletter, Stevenage Football
Club has generously allowed us to use their brand-new astro
pitch throughout this academic year. This is a fantastic
opportunity for our students to enjoy high-quality facilities
and further develop their football skills.

There is one important condition: students must wear the
right type of football boots to play on the astro. Trainers and
astro boots are not permitted on the surface. The boots
need to have clear moulded studs and not just pimples as
they flatten the artificial grass. If you have bought the wrong

type, please don’t wear them, but send them back. While we
do have a small number of spare boots available in school, our supply is limited.

If your child has any football boots they’ve outgrown, we would be incredibly grateful for any
donations. These will help ensure that more students can take advantage of this opportunity.




During Friday afternoon electives, students who choose football and have boots will be able to
play on the astro. Those without boots will still enjoy football sessions, but these will take place
on the school field.

After School Clubs This Term

These started again on Thursday 11t September, 2025. The activities start at 3.15pm and go on
until 4.15pm. Parents will need to collect students at 4.15pm from reception.

The clubs on offer are as follows:

Tuesday
Sports Club (max. 14)
Performing Arts Club (max. 30)

Thursday
Art and Craft Club (max. 15)

The list of students expected to attend clubs on Tuesdays and Thursdays is attached to this
newsletter. If your child is on this list, then it means that we have received your permission and
that arrangements regarding transport home for your child have been agreed with you. If this is
not the case, you need to contact admin@thevalley.herts.sch.uk so we can address any
anomalies well before the evening.

Students will not be able to join a club after this list has been published until the following
week as organising transport and supervision is too complex to do well with very short notice.

Thank you for your support with this.



