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Welcome Back! 

As we move further into the half term, it’s been wonderful to see our students continuing to show 

dedication and enthusiasm across all areas of school life. Our Year 10 and 11 students have been working 

especially hard, preparing for and sitting their science exams with focus and determination. 

Rehearsals are well underway for our seasonal celebration, and the excitement is building as students 

bring energy and creativity to their performances. We’re also looking forward to our Prizes and Awards 

Afternoon next week—a special opportunity to recognise and celebrate the achievements and progress 

of our young people. 

This week, we came together as a school community to observe a minute’s silence for Remembrance Day. 

It was a moment of reflection and respect, and our students engaged with it thoughtfully and maturely. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

 

Prizes and Awards 

On Thursday 20th November we will be holding our Awards Afternoon 

to celebrate the achievements of our young people during the 

academic year of 2024-2025.   

Our special guest, 

presenting the awards is 

ex-student and current 

member of staff Martina 

Barber, who has recently 

returned from Brisbane 

Australia where she was 
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flag bearer and competitor in the 2025 Virtus World Athletics Championships. 

The plan for the day for Years 8, 9 and 10 is as follows: 

Time Activity Notes 

12:45pm – 1:00pm Parents/Carers Park at the 
school and make their way 
to the dining hall 

Staff Marshalls will be there 
to support you 

1:05pm – 1:15pm All guests seated in the hall Music played by the school 
band 

1:15pm – 2:45pm Awards Ceremony  

2:45pm – 3:00pm Parents/Carers return to the 
car park and head home 

Staff Marshalls will be there 
to support you 

3:10pm – 3.15pm Student taxis Students to travel home as 
normal 

 

The plan for the day for Years 11 and 12  is as follows: 

Time Activity Notes 

3:10pm – 3:15pm Students not attending the 
event will go home on taxis as 
normal 

 

3:30pm – 4:00pm Year 11s and staff will prepare 
for the evening 

This will include a practice run 
through 

4:00pm – 4:15pm Parents/Carers Park on the 
school site and make their way 
to the dining hall. 

Staff Marshalls will be there to 
support you 

4:20pm – 4:30pm All guests seated in hall Music played by school band 

4:30pm – 5:45pm Awards Ceremony  

5:45pm – 6:00pm Parents/Carers united with their 
child and return to the car park 
to head home 

Staff Marshalls will be there to 
support you 

 

The Year 7s will enjoy a trip on this day. 

Unfortunately, due to capacity we are unable to offer more than two tickets per student. 

We hope that you will join us for the event. 

 

 

 



Celebrating Kindness and Leadership: Kayden Shines at the Hertfordshire Young People Awards 

We are incredibly proud to share that Year 9 student Kayden has been recognised at the 

prestigious Hertfordshire Young People Awards 2025 for his outstanding contribution to the 

summer HAP programme. 

Kayden received this award for bringing 

warmth, enthusiasm, and kindness to every 

aspect of the programme. His consistent 

support for staff and his positive 

engagement with other young people made 

a lasting impact, creating an inclusive and 

uplifting environment for everyone 

involved. 

Staff who worked alongside Kayden 

described him as a natural leader and a role 

model, always ready to lend a hand and lift 

the spirits of those around him. His ability to 

connect with others and foster a sense of 

community truly embodies the values we 

celebrate at The Valley School. 

This recognition is a testament to Kayden’s character, and the difference one young person can 

make. We congratulate him on this well-deserved honour and look forward to 

seeing his continued growth and success. 

Well done, Kayden! 

 

Immy Shows Determination at Regional Trampolining Qualifier 

 

We’re proud to celebrate the efforts of Immy, who recently competed in 

Regional Trampolining Qualifier 1 in Harlow. Although she was unfortunate not 

to qualify for the Regional Championships on this occasion, her performance 

demonstrated great promise and perseverance. 

Immy successfully completed her first 10-move routine with confidence and 

good form, impressing spectators and judges alike. In the second round, she 



faced a setback with a fall on her eighth move, but her courage and sportsmanship remained 

unwavering. 

This experience has only strengthened Immy’s resolve, and she’ll have another opportunity to 

qualify at Regional Qualifier 2 in February. We admire her commitment and look forward to 

following her progress in the next round. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dick Whittington - Tuesday 9 December 

 

We are delighted to inform you that we are offering all 

students the opportunity to see the pantomime ‘Dick 

Whittington and His Cat’ at the Gordon Craig Theatre, 

Stevenage on Tuesday 9 December. Students will be driven 

to the theatre after registration to see a mid-morning 

performance. This will take place during the normal school 

day and students will therefore be able to go home on their 

transport at the usual time. If your child comes to and from school independently, i.e. not on county 

transport, we are asking that they arrive at the Leisure Centre car park at 9:30am, rather than at school. 

A letter has been sent out about this so please respond as requested to enable your child to attend this 

fantastic event! 

 



Save The Date! 

 

Our Seasonal Celebration will take place on Thursday 11 

December at 5.00pm in the school hall. All KS3 students are 

invited to participate in addition to many KS4 students who 

attend clubs and have instrumental lessons. It promises to be a 

wonderful, seasonal showcase of our Performing Arts. 

 

 

 

Parent Support Workshops 

 

Thank you to everyone who completed our Parent Workshop Survey last term. Based on your feedback, 

we’re pleased to offer a series of free online workshops, held on Thursdays from 11:30am–12:30pm. 

Run by our Mental Health Support Team (MHST), these sessions are a great way to connect with other 

parents, learn helpful strategies, and speak directly with mental health professionals. 

Reserve your place using the links below. 

Date Workshop Link 

Thursday 

20th November 

2025 

Anxiety 

Understand anxiety in children and how 

to support them effectively 

Click here to reserve a space on the 

SEND MHST: Anxiety Workshop 

Sign up by 19th Nov 

Thursday 

27th November 

2025 

Co-regulation 

Understand what co-regulation means 

and how it supports emotional 

development. 

Click here to reserve a space on the 

SEND MHST Co-regulation Workshop 

Sign up by 26th Nov 

Thursday 

4th December 

2025 

Behaviours of Concern 

Understand the reasons 

behind behaviours and learn strategies 

to support your child. 

Click here to reserve a space on the 

SEND MHST: Behaviours of Concern 

Workshop 

Sign up by 3rd Dec 

Thursday 

11th December 

2025 

Understanding emotions 

Understand emotion regulation and 

learn strategies to support children’s 

emotional wellbeing. 

Click here to reserve a space on the 

SEND MHST: Understanding 

Emotions workshop 

Sign up by 10th Dec 

Thursday 

18th December 

2025 

Christmas holidays 

To help families prepare for the 

Christmas break and manage changes in 

routine positively. 

TBC 
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Year 11 Catering  

 

On Wednesday, our Year 11 Catering students headed out to Costello’s Cafe at Fairlands Valley as they 

start their market research for their own Cafe service to be completed at the end of the term for their 

BTEC assessment. The students were a credit to the school and enjoyed their morning out. They ordered 

a variety of drinks, and we explored the local area; we will be reflecting on our trip, considering the service 

styles and pinching the best parts for our own Cafe! Next week, we’re off to Mudlarks in Hertford for a 

different experience – a few students are already looking forward to sampling their milkshake menu!   

  

  

The Christmas Trail, Westgate Centre 

 

This year, the Christmas Trail in the Stevenage Westgate Centre features large Christmas presents which 

have been artistically presented by different local schools. Students in Years 8 and 9 have contributed 

towards our school present (see below) by producing mini-Christmas paintings which were then used to 

decorate the wrapping paper. If you get a chance to pop to the Westgate Centre over the festive period, 

then you will be able to see it properly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 8 Cinema Trip 

 

On Tuesday year 8 had a trip to the cinema in Stevenage to see 'Dog Man'. This was a topic-based trip as 

we are studying Film this half term. 

 

The students were impeccably behaved and were fantastic role models for the school and had a great 

time. 

 

Thank you to staff and parents / careers for your support. 

 

 

 

 

First Inter-School Competition of the Academic Year 

 

The Valley School was delighted to host a seven-team Key Stage 4 Football Tournament on Thursday, 13th 

November. The level of skill, teamwork, and sportsmanship on display throughout the event was truly 

impressive. 

We were proud to enter two teams this year, who represented the school with great effort and 

enthusiasm, finishing 5th and 7th overall. 

A huge thank-you to Stevenage FC for generously providing the venue, and to all the participating schools 

for making the tournament such a successful and enjoyable occasion. 



 

Coral Science 

 

Students in Coral Class recalled that taste buds are located on the tongue and are sensitive to different 

tastes. They have been learning that different areas of the tongue are more sensitive to different tastes. 

As well as developing an understanding that the flavour of food diminishes when we have a cold and 

cannot smell.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As part of the BTEC Pre-Vocational studies students have been working to prepare a meal for a member 

of staff. They worked to check their understanding of instructions and activity when making a chocolate 

banana smoothie.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After School Clubs This Term 

 

These started again on Tuesday 4th November 2025.  The activities start at 3.15pm and go on until 4.15pm. 

Parents will need to collect students at 4.15pm from reception.  

 

CLUBS 

 

Tuesday 

Sports Club (max. 14) 

Performing Arts Club (max. 30) 

 

Thursday 

NO CLUBS DUE TO PRIZES AND AWARDS 

 



The list of students expected to attend clubs on Tuesdays and Thursdays is attached to this newsletter.  If 

your child is on this list, then it means that we have received your permission and that arrangements 

regarding transport home for your child have been agreed with you.  If this is not the case, you need to 

contact admin@thevalley.herts.sch.uk so we can address any anomalies well before the evening.   

 

Students will not be able to join a club after this list has been published until the following week as 

organising transport and supervision is too complex to do well with very short notice. 

Thank you for your support with this. 

 


