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What an incredible week it has been! On Tuesday morning, our entire school community demonstrated
outstanding organisational skills as we embarked on a whole-school trip. Around 90% of our students and
staff enjoyed the festive fun of Dick Whittington at the Gordon Craig Theatre, while the remaining 10%
explored the Christmas Trail at Stevenage Shopping Centre. Every group arrived on time, and everyone
returned promptly for lunch—a true testament to the teamwork and planning of our staff. Well done to
all involved!
Thursday evening brought another highlight: our seasonal celebration. Parents, carers, and governors
joined us for a wonderful event showcasing the hard work and talent of our students and staff. After
weeks of rehearsals, the final production was nothing short of excellent, congratulations to everyone who
contributed to its success.
As we look forward to the final week before Christmas, here are a few reminders:

o Wednesday: Students are welcome to wear a Christmas jumper if they wish.

e Wednesday: We will also be enjoying our traditional Christmas dinner.

e Please see below for full details of our end-of-term arrangements.
Thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm. Let’s make this last week of term just as
memorable!

Christmas Dinner & Festive Jumpers

We are delighted to let you know that our school Christmas
Dinner will take place on Wednesday 17th December. Children
are welcome to wear a Christmas jumper on this day if they wish,
but this is entirely optional and not an expectation.
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End of term arrangements
Electives will be moved to Thursday afternoon
Friday 19t December - Last day of term

Time Activity
9:00 -9:20 Registration and Breakfast
9:20 - 10ish Assembly
10ish —11:00 | Shortened L2 then L3 as normal
11:00 - 11:20 Break
11:20—-11:45 | Lesson4
11:45—-12:00 | Form Time
12:00—-12:30 | Pick up lunch
12:30—-12:35 | Form time
12:35-12:50 | Departure

The first day back in January
The first day back for staff will be Monday 5% January as it is an Inset Day.
The first day back for students will be on Tuesday 6" January at 9:00am

Seasonal Celebration — A Night to Remember
Our recent seasonal celebration was a truly magical evening filled with festive cheer, music, and laughter.
The event featured a wonderful selection of songs and musical performances, including incredible flute
playing by Helen that captivated the audience.
A highlight of the evening was the Year 11 students’ unique interpretation of A Christmas Carol. Their

performance was not only well-acted but also genuinely funny, bringing a fresh and entertaining twist to
the classic tale.

The entire show was expertly directed by Mrs Crosby, whose creativity and dedication shone through in
every detail. A huge thank you goes to all the staff who worked tirelessly to make the event possible, the
students and staff who supported behind the scenes, and of course, to parents and carers for joining us
and sharing in the celebration.

It was a fantastic night enjoyed by all, and a wonderful way to come together as a school community
during this festive season.









Dick Whittington - Tuesday 9 December

On Tuesday, we had the wonderful opportunity to
enjoy a trip to the pantomime, Dick Whittington. The
performance was full of laughter, music, and
excitement, and it was a fantastic experience for
everyone involved.

The majority of our students showed great
enthusiasm by walking to and from the theatre,
making the day even more special. It was a brilliant
outing, and a great time was had by all!




RRSA Update

This term, the RRSA Steering Group have been helping us think about how we can help
children around the world to enjoy their rights under the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The group led an assembly in November, explaining
how global warming was causing extreme weather events, and showing how children in
Jamaica were suffering and being denied their rights to healthy food, clean water, a
safe home, education and healthcare, because of the hurricane at the end of October.

The Steering Group, with support from Ms. Flynn, who is responsible for Sustainability,
is encouraging the school to do whatever we can to reduce the effects of climate
change. We have signed up to the Woodland Trust Green Trees Award, which
challenges schools to undertake a range of challenges and activities to reduce CO2
emissions and protect the planet, gaining awards as we go.

To launch our focus on helping the planet, we held a Tree Party last week, where
students and staff enjoyed hot chocolate and cookies whilst writing their individual
pledges on tags, which are going to be hung on our Christmas Tree. We had a
tremendous response from everyone and are looking forward to planning our next
challenge to look after our planet!




Parent Support Workshops

Thank you for your engagement in our Parent Support Workshops. We have received consistently positive
feedback, and we are now approaching the final session of the term. Additional workshops are planned
for 2026 for those who were unable to attend this term. Please check future updates or contact Mr
Roberts for further information.

Next week’s final session will focus on preparing for the Christmas holidays, offering practical guidance
and support for parents and carers.

To reserve your place, please use the link below:

Date Workshop Link
Thursday Christmas holidays | Click here to reserve a space on the
18" December To help families prepare for the | SEND MHST: Christmas Holidays
2025 Christmas break and manage changes | workshop

in routine positively. Sign up by 17t Dec

Important Update on Flu Coverage

You may have seen recent media reports of flu outbreaks and school closures in Wales. At present, we
have no confirmed cases of this strain at The Valley School. Please be assured we are following all official
guidance and remain vigilant.

If your child experiences sickness or diarrhoea, please keep them at home until 48 hours after their
symptoms have resolved. Our school premises are regularly cleaned, and we continue to promote good
hygiene practices among staff and students.

We understand media coverage may be alarming. Rest assured that The Valley School will act swiftly —
any child who becomes unwell during the school day will be sent home to protect the health of others.
Thank you for your cooperation and support.

2025 Parent Governor

An exciting opportunity has arisen to join the Governing Body of The Valley School as &
one of our Governors. In its strategic role, the Governing Body enjoys a close working @
relationship with the SLT in this warm and welcoming learning environment and is

involved in all aspects of school life. GOVERNORS

If you are looking for a rewarding experience and are interested in finding out more ror SCHOOLS
about our friendly team and how you can support our school community, we would

love to hear from you.

Please contact:

iona.varol@thevalley.herts.sch.uk
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Team Builders warmly welcomed staff

to their hospitality event as they
cooked and served a two course meal.
* Their generosity of spirit and hard

-

>

After-School Clubs — Important Update

Please note that there will be no after-school clubs next week or during the
first week back after the holidays. This is to allow time for organizing groups
and arranging transport.

Thank you for your patience and understanding as we prepare for the next
term.




