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As we come to the end of another wonderful term, we wanted to share some of the highlights from this
festive week. On Wednesday, the school was filled with Christmas cheer as students and staff proudly
wore their Christmas jumpers, adding a splash of colour and joy to the day. We also enjoyed a delicious
Christmas lunch together, which was a real treat and a lovely way to celebrate as a community.

On Friday, we held our Celebration Assembly—a truly special event showcasing the incredible talents of
our students. Nearly a third of our student body took part in amazing performances that wowed everyone
in attendance. A huge thank you goes to all the staff and students who made this possible, under the
wonderful direction of Mrs Crosby.

As we close the year, we would like to wish everyone a safe, happy, and enjoyable Christmas and New
Year. Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to welcoming you back in January for
another exciting term.

The first day back in January
The first day back for staff will be Monday 5" January as it is an Inset Day.
The first day back for students will be on Tuesday 6" January at 9:00am

Year 7 Maroon Celebrate Success at Waste-Not-Want-
Not

Over the past term, Year 7 Maroon have been taking part
in an exciting community project at Waste-Not-Want-
Not, working hands-on at the nursery. The students have
shown fantastic commitment and creativity, helping to
sort plants, make beautiful wreaths, and create hanging
baskets.

Their hard work was recognised on Wednesday during a

special celebratory rewards ceremony. Each student

received certificates acknowledging their achievements
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in wreath-making, hanging basket design, and, most importantly, their excellent teamwork
throughout the project.

A huge thank you goes to Rob Mills, the site manager, for his incredible support and for organising
such a memorable event. The students thoroughly enjoyed the treats—hot chocolate and donuts
were a big hit!

We would also like to express our gratitude to volunteers Paul and Morgan for their invaluable
help, and to The Valley School staff, especially Mrs Shears, whose dedication made this
opportunity possible.

This partnership has not only allowed students to learn new skills but also to experience the joy
of contributing to their local community. Well done, Year 7 Maroon!

Year 10 Childcare
Since September, our Year 10 Childcare students have been learning about how children

develop in their early years. They have explored how children learn through play and how we
can extend their learning by reading stories and encouraging them to engage with what they
hear. R

This half term, the students have worked . :
brilliantly, showcasing their creativity and

understanding of early years development by
designing their own story sacks. They selected their
books, created beautiful cover designs for the bags,
drew hand puppets, and researched and produced
four unique activities to accompany their stories.
The results are incredible, and they should be very
proud of their hard work. Well done, Year 10!



Little Red
Riding Yoo

Year 11 Hospitality & Catering
Our Year 11 Hospitality & Catering students truly impressed on Wednesday as they hosted

a Winter Wonderland Coffee Morning as part of their BTEC studies. They

prepared delicious sausage rolls and chocolate chip cookies and served hot drinks to their year
group and lots of happy staff! The hot chocolates were a
particular favourite.

Samuel entertained guests with beautiful renditions of
Christmas classics, while the rest of the team provided
fabulous service with a smile. The atmosphere was
fantastic, and it was a joy to see the students thrive as
they embraced this new challenge.

A huge well done to the entire team — thank you for your
hard work!
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Year 8 Outdoor Learning

Year 8 students have been busy designing and building their own bug hotels using a wide range
of materials. They were encouraged to think creatively and incorporate recycled items into
their designs, resulting in an impressive collection of unique and imaginative habitats. These

projects not only showcase their creativity but also support local biodiversity in a fun and
practical way.




Year 10 Plumbing: Building Skills for the Future

We’ve made a fantastic start in Plumbing this year, with a
record 14 students choosing to explore the exciting world of
plumbing!

Most students have now developed the skills to assemble and
solder a simple pipe rig, complete with a tap mounted on a
board.

A special mention goes to Archie, who was the first student to
complete this challenge. As you can see, he did an amazing
job—paying close attention to detail and achieving success on
his very first attempt, with no leaks!

Seasonal Visit to Roebuck Nursing Home
On Monday this week our Year 11 Performing Arts group visited the local Roebuck Nursing
home and performed their version of Dicken's 'A Christmas Carol'. They then sang some
Christmas songs. The residents were delighted with the
performance, and it was wonderful to see our students interacting
and having conversations with them after the performance. Tiny
Tim was a particular hit.




PE Assessment Update — New Sport-Specific Trackers
This year, the PE department has introduced a new set of sport-specific assessment trackers.
These trackers are more detailed than our previous system and allow us to assess and monitor
students’ knowledge, skills, and physical abilities more accurately across each area of the PE
curriculum.

Because this is a new assessment system, we are starting with a

blank baseline, meaning there is no previous data carried over. As a -

result, progress may not be immediately visible in the early stages,
as we are first establishing an accurate starting point for each
student. This is expected and does not indicate a lack of learning or
development.

By the end of the academic year, we will have built a detailed and
reliable profile of your child’s strengths and areas for development
in each sport and activity. From this point onwards, we will be able
to track progress much more precisely over time—at a level of

accuracy that was not possible with our previous system.
This change has been made to improve the quality of our assessment, support more targeted
teaching, and provide clearer information about your child’s progress in PE.

If you have any questions about the new trackers or how your child is assessed, please do not
hesitate to get in touch.



A Festive Treat in the Kitchen!

The aroma of freshly baked shortbread filled the kitchen this week as our Year 10
students got creative with Rudolph Shortbreads. This delicious activity was a well-
deserved treat after a half-term focused on learning about balanced diets, the role
of everyday foods and the occasional treat foods.

Students were particularly grateful that | didn’t spend the whole lesson talking
about fibre! (They still haven’t forgiven me for that savoury baked bean

muffin recipe earlier in the term...)

It was wonderful to see everyone enjoying the process,
and we’re sure you’ll agree the finished shortbreads look almost too good to eat!

Save the Date!

Wednesday 1 July 6.00pm, Thursday 2 July 6.00pm

We are delighted to announce that our school production this year will be Annie (Kids).
Please put these dates in your diaries. Workshops and auditions for principal roles will take
place in the Spring term. More news to follow!




& FAMILY FUN THIS CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY &

Free & Low-Cost Activities in Stevenage, Hatfield & Surrounding Areas

Looking for affordable ways to spend time together this Christmas?

Here are free and low-cost activities, days out and easy craft ideas for families across
Hertfordshire.

& FREE OUTDOOR FUN (All Ages)

Vv Stanborough Park, Welwyn Garden City
Lakes, walking paths and space to play

v Hartham Common Park, Hertford
Play areas and riverside walks

v Local Parks & Playgrounds
Wrap up warm, take a football or scooters, and enjoy fresh air close to home.

v Welwyn Garden City Christmas Lights Walks
Many towns have free Christmas lights and decorations — great for an evening walk!

LOW-COST FAMILY DAYS OUT
(Some activities may need booking — prices vary)

v 360 Play — Stevenage

Indoor soft play & family fun

v Get Wild! - Hatfield

Indoor play centre for younger children

v Hertford Museum

Local history and family activities

v St Albans Cathedral

Free to enter (donations welcome) — beautiful to explore

T EASY & BUDGET CRAFT IDEAS
Paper snowflakes & paper chains
Homemade Christmas cards & gift tags
Pine cone decorations (from the park!)
Toilet roll or egg-carton elves & reindeer
Window decorations using paper & crayons

Tip: These make lovely low-cost gifts for family members too!

3 EXTRA SUPPORT & FREE LOCAL ACTIVITIES



v Check local libraries for free craft sessions
Vv Look out for community centres & council holiday activities

@ Christmas is about spending time together — not spending money @
We hope these ideas help families enjoy a happy, fun and relaxed holiday.

After-School Clubs — Important Update

Please note that there will be no after-school clubs the first week back after
the holidays. This is to allow time for organizing groups and arranging
transport.

Thank you for your patience and understanding as we prepare for the next
term.




