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As you know, The Valley School recently faced an unexpected heating issue which meant we had
to close for a short time. While this was not the start to the term we had planned, we are proud
of how our community came together and showed resilience during this challenge.

The heating issue is still being resolved, but thanks to ASHE kindly lending us 25 portable heaters,
we are now able to keep the school open and ensure a safe and warm environment for our
students and staff in the meantime.

Thank you for your patience and support throughout this time. We’re looking forward to a
fantastic term together!

Year 10/11 Performing Arts Students Trip to The Old Vic
On Wednesday the students who have chosen Performing Arts as an option had the
opportunity to see a wonderful production of A Christmas Carol at the Old Vic theatre in
London. The Year 11 students had performed their own version of the story in our recent
Seasonal Celebration and

loved discussing how their own characters were portrayed and how the story was presented. W
e travelled to London by train and were very well looked after by the assisted travel staff from
Stevenage station under the watchful eyes of Karen, the station
manager. Huge thanks to this team for enabling us to have such a
smooth journey.

The students’ behaviour was exemplary, and it was a real pleasure to
see their enjoyment of every aspect of the trip. We walked along the
river Thames and had lunch in the foyer of the National Theatre
where some of us had previously seen The Witches. We then walked
on to The Old Vic and were treated to mince pies, oranges and
musical entertainment before the show. One highlight was that our
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seats were snowed on during the performance. The students loved this sensory experience, and

we have a snowball from the production as a memento!




Parent/Carer coffee morning

At the Valley School, we value open communication and working
closely with families, and we will be exploring the introduction of
a parent/carer coffee morning in the near future. This will provide
an informal and welcoming opportunity for parents and carers to
meet staff, share ideas, ask questions and strengthen our school
community. Further details will be shared soon.

Strong partnerships between school and home play a vital role in k
supporting young people’s success. When parents and carers are involved
in school life, students benefit both academically and emotionally, feeling
more confident, motivated and supported.

Joseph learning from home

By Joseph - Today | went for a walk in the woods and made a journey stick
with things | found. | found a pigeon feather, a rose hip, a dead fern, a holly
leaf, a thistle, an old acorn, a chestnut, an ivy leaf and some berries. My
very favourite thing was the holly, but it was a bit spikey.

| made the two-ingredient bread roll, but |

added an everything bagel topping to make them extra delicious.

They were yummy!

Peach Class learning from home
Today, Peach Class had two exciting tasks!
1. Research Ancient Egypt — our topic for this half term.
2. Help at home with chores — building important life skills.
We've received fantastic photos and feedback showing students loading
dishwashers, tidying rooms, preparing lunch, recycling, putting laundry

away, feeding pets, and even helping at the checkout during food shopping
— just to name a few!

Some students also spent time exploring books and researching fascinating facts about Ancient
Egypt with their adults. We can’t wait to dive into this topic together!

A huge well done to all our students and, of course, to our amazing parents and carers for
their continued support.



Jake and Molly Make the Best of a Chilly Day!

When the heating went down, most of our students were able to stay warm at home—but not
Jake and Molly! These two showed incredible resilience and positivity as they joined staff for a
unique day in the Year 7 area.

With an adapted timetable and plenty of creative activities, the day turned into something
special. From engaging lessons to fun group tasks, Jake and Molly embraced every moment,
proving that a little flexibility and a lot of teamwork can turn challenges into opportunities.

A big thank you to the staff who made the day enjoyable and to Jake and Molly for their
fantastic attitude. You truly demonstrated the spirit of The Valley School—making the best of
every situation!



A NI

Patrick from Year 8 Peach visited the library to borrow books on Egypt,
ready to kick off our brand-new topic. We can’t wait to see what
fascinating facts he discovers!
Meanwhile, the competition has been heating up on Times Tables Rock
Stars! Our students have been battling it out to claim victory.

e Wednesday’s winners: Year 8 Cyan

e Thursday’s winners: Year 8 Peach
Well done to everyone for showing such enthusiasm and
determination—keep up the great work!

January Support for Families in Hertfordshire
January can sometimes feel financially challenging after the busy Christmas period, particularly
for families with secondary-age children. The good news is that there is a wide range of local
support available across Hertfordshire, and many families access this help at different times of
the year.
Food Support in Stevenage

e Foodshed (The Vineyard Centre) — a community food bank providing referral-based

food parcels for Stevenage residents.



o Kaotic Angels Food Stations (Longmeadow Evangelical Church and the Lytton Theatre) —
friendly weekly food giveaways open to anyone, with no referral needed. These sessions
also help reduce food waste.

Support in Welwyn Garden City & Welwyn
Hatfield

e Welwyn Food Bank (Fountain of Life s u o ri
Church) and New Zion Christian p p
Fellowship — community food bank
support available via referral.

e Food Rescue Hub, Attimore Hall (Welwyn
Garden City) — fresh surplus food
available on a pay-as-you-feel basis.

Other Local Options

o Trussell Trust food banks in nearby areas such as Hatfield and St Albans provide
emergency food support through referrals.

e Food Rescue Hub, Hitchin (The Half Moon) — pay-as-you-feel access to fresh food.

How School Can Help

If you feel your family would benefit from support, please let school staff know. Mrs Roberts,
our Family Engagement Lead, can offer advice, signpost to local services, or arrange referrals
where appropriate.

A Positive Reminder

January may feel long, but families are not alone. Schools, charities and community groups
across Hertfordshire work together to support families with kindness and dignity. Asking for
help when needed is a positive step towards wellbeing.

For opening times or further information, please contact the organisations directly or speak
to Mrs Roberts.

Save the Date!

Wednesday 1 July 6.00pm, Thursday 2 July 6.00pm

We are delighted to announce that our school production this year will be Annie (Kids).
Please put these dates in your diaries. Workshops and auditions for principal roles will take
place in the Spring term. More news to follow!



After-School Clubs

We shall be starting our after-school activities again on Tuesday 13 January. The activities start
at 3.15pm and go on until 4.15pm. Parents will need to collect students at 4.15pm from
reception. A separate email will be sent out in due course on how to apply for clubs.

The clubs on offer are as follows:

Tuesday
KS4 Trampolining Club (max. 14)
Performing Arts Club (max. 30)

Thursday
Art and Craft Club (max. 14)

The list of students expected to attend clubs on Tuesdays and Thursdays will be sent as a separate
email to this newsletter. If your child is on this list, then it means that we have received your
permission and that arrangements regarding transport home for your child have been agreed
with you. If this is not the case, you need to contact admin@thevalley.herts.sch.uk so we can
address any anomalies well before the evening.

Students will not be able to join a club after this list has been published until the following
week as organising transport and supervision is too complex to do well with very short notice.

Thank you for your support with this.



