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As we move further into the term, we continue to navigate the ongoing heating issues affecting
the school. While the situation is not yet fully resolved, the portable heaters generously provided
by ASHE have been invaluable, allowing us to keep classrooms warm, safe and fully operational.
We remain incredibly grateful for their support and for the continued patience shown by our
whole school community.

Despite these challenges, the atmosphere in school has remained overwhelmingly positive. Over
the past week, we have welcomed several prospective parents for visits, and it has been
wonderful to hear such consistent praise for our students. Their engagement in learning, their
calm and respectful behaviour, and the strength of their interactions with staff have all stood
out. Visitors regularly comment on the welcoming feel of the school and the purposeful learning
environment our young people help create — feedback we are extremely proud of.

With the school continuing to grow and with maternity cover needed in the coming months, we
have also been busy recruiting. Encouragingly, we are bucking the national trend and attracting
strong, high-quality candidates. We are delighted to have recently appointed two excellent
teachers who will be joining us over the next couple of months, and we look forward to
introducing them to you soon.

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. Even in a challenging start to the year, our
community continues to demonstrate resilience, warmth and a commitment to giving our
students the best possible experience.

Year 7 Coffee Morning

Thank you to year 7 parents/carers for your responses
regarding the coffee morning. We greatly value the feedback
received, as it plays an important role in shaping
opportunities that best support our school community.
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We will now carefully review all responses as part of the planning process for this pilot
initiative, ensuring that the coffee morning is purposeful, accessible, and beneficial.

Once this review process is complete, we will be in contact to confirm a date and share further
details for the pilot Year 7 parent coffee morning. We appreciate your time and engagement
and look forward to working collaboratively with you.

Swimming Successes This Week!

Our students have been making fantastic progress in the pool, and
we’re delighted to celebrate their achievements.

This week, Drake, Lyndon, and Austin each swam 5 metres front
crawl unaided. Their determination and confidence in the water
have really shone through.

We're also proud of Jessica, who successfully swam 10 metres on
her back unaided. A brilliant display of control and technique!
Well done to all our swimmers — keep up the great work!

Crime Scene Detectives

Sky Class have been starting to learn about our unique identifying
features in our science lessons. They thought carefully about how the
police could work out who had stolen items. Then we noticed- we
were leaving little marks on things when we touched them with our
grubby hands! So, we made them even dirtier by rubbing them on
the pencil marks we made, and 'lifted' them from our fingers with
Sellotape. When we stuck them down, we were able to make a full
set of our own fingerprints. At least we will know who is moving our
fidget box around now...!
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After-School Clubs

After-school activities began again on Tuesday 13™ January. The activities start at 3.15pm and
go on until 4.15pm. Parents will need to collect students at 4.15pm from reception.

The clubs on offer are as follows:

Tuesday
KS4 Trampolining Club (max. 14)
Performing Arts Club (max. 30)

Thursday
Art and Craft Club (max. 14)

The list of students expected to attend clubs on Tuesdays and Thursdays will be sent as a separate
email to this newsletter. If your child is on this list, then it means that we have received your
permission and that arrangements regarding transport home for your child have been agreed
with you. If this is not the case, you need to contact admin@thevalley.herts.sch.uk so we can
address any anomalies well before the evening.

Students will not be able to join a club after this list has been published until the following
week as organising transport and supervision is too complex to do well with very short notice.

Thank you for your support with this.



