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Important Dates Coming Up

[

Friday 27t March- Students finish school at 12:30

30t March — 13t" April 2026
Easter Half Term Break

Week: 14t — 17 April 2026

Tuesday 14" April
Students first day back to school
Wednesday 15" April
Police Cadets workshop- Sky & Yellow Class
Thursday 16" April
KS3 Swimming
Yr11 College

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday 22" April
Police Cadets Workshop- Sky & Yellow Class
Thursday 23" April
KS3 Swimming
Yr11 College
Thursday 30" April
5-6pm
KS4 Curriculum Information Evening- Parents & Carers of Yr9 & Yr10 are

warmly invited to attend
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As we reach the end of another busy and rewarding term, it is wonderful to reflect on the many
successes across our school community. Most importantly, our students continue to make
excellent progress in their learning, driven by high-quality, first-class teaching. This was strongly
affirmed during the recent visit from our County School Effectiveness Adviser, who praised the
strength and impact of our practice.

Our curriculum has been enriched by a wide range of trips and visits, giving students valuable
opportunities to extend their learning beyond the classroom. We have also enjoyed notable
sporting success, with students representing the school brilliantly against others—special
congratulations to our girls’ team for their impressive victory in the recent basketball
tournament.

Rehearsals for our whole-school production of Annie are also well underway, and the excitement
is building as students bring the show to life with enthusiasm and dedication.

As we look forward to the break, we wish all our students, families and staff a relaxing, safe and
enjoyable Easter holiday.

Lime Class Easter Maths Shopping Trip

On Monday afternoon Lime class walked to a local Tesco to
explore the deals and discounts on Easter chocolate. We
investigated the following questions: What is the difference
between the original price and the Clubcard price? How much
money do you save? How much more is the original price?

We realised that to calculate the answer to all of these we do a
subtraction. Lime explored the shop looking for deals and used
calculators to work out how much money they would save. They

are now pretty savvy at finding good deals!
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Year 8 Science

Peach class went to the Science Lab. and were lucky enough to see Miss Cheung
carry out an experiment. Our Year 8 topic is chocolate, and we were looking at
the time it took for milk, white and dark chocolate to melt under the same
conditions. The students planned the experiment, made predictions and
discussed how to make it a fair test.

It was a really great experience for the students to be in the lab. and there will
be more of this to come next term for our Year 8 students.
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Scarlett’s Swimming Success
Scarlett in Year 8 Peach achieved her 100m on her back this weekend in her
swim lesson and showed great perseverance in achieving this.




Welcoming Spring!

The BTEC Pre-Vocational Certificate group have been designing and creating
frames, but we needed artistic images to go in them. The students used the
iPads to photograph signs of Spring around the school, like our beautiful
daffodils in the Outdoor Learning garden or the sun shining across the school
buildings. The students then cropped and edited the photos in the Photos app
on the iPads. What beautiful and cheerful pictures!

Key stage 4 Information evening

Parents and carers of Year 9 and Year 10 students are warmly invited to
our Key Stage 4 Information Evening on Thursday 30th April,

from 5:00-6:00pm at The Valley School.

This event will provide important information about the Key Stage 4
curriculum and how we can support students through this next stage of
their learning. More information to follow.

Year 9 coffee morning

The Year 9 coffee morning is currently being organised, and a survey
has been sent this week to all Year 9 parents and carers. This event,
which will take place after the Easter half term, is an important
opportunity for the school to work in partnership with families,
strengthening communication and supporting our students’ success
together. We would like to thank you in advance for your participation

and valuable input in helping us plan this event.



Silver class have been working hard in their Farm to Fork topic

Silver class have been working hard in their Farm to fork topic looking at how we grow our food,
where in the world our food comes from and what it takes to be a good farmer. This week Silver
class have been busy planting potatoes in a disused area of
our playground. The students learnt how potatoes are a
versatile vegetable that can produce many different types of
food from chips to waffles! They hope to see the results of

their hard work in the summer term.

Year 11 Success in BTEC Plumbing

Our Year 11 students have completed their BTEC Plumbing assessment to a very high standard.
They showed strong practical skills in measuring, cutting, and assembling pipework, along with
excellent attention to safety and detail. Staff were impressed by their accuracy, teamwork, and
growing independence throughout the task.

This achievement highlights their hard work and developing readiness for future vocational
pathways. Well done to all students involved!



The Valley School’s Big Clean-Up Success

This week, an incredible 113 students joined our
Big School Clean-Up, showing real commitment to
caring for our environment and the community
we’re part of. What started as a pledge to collect
15 bags of litter turned into an amazing
achievement—we collected 50 full bags by the end
of the week!

Students worked together with enthusiasm and
determination, and the impact on our school
grounds has been fantastic. Their effort shows
what we can accomplish when we work as a
community with a shared purpose.




A big thank you to all the staff and students who took part and supported this initiative. | am so

proud of what we achieved together, and we will definitely be doing this again!




Maroon Class News

This week, Maroon Class has been incredibly busy as we took part
in our exciting STEMterprise Project Week! Our students stepped
into the role of Pizzaioli—professional pizza makers—and even set
up their very own mini pizzeria.

We began by learning about Italy, the birthplace of pizza, before
launching into a lively debate around the very important

question: “Should pineapple be allowed on pizza?” Opinions ranged
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from enthusiastic “Of course—it's delicious!” to the very dramatic
“It should be illegal!l”
To support our pizza-making project, students carried out surveys

to find the most popular pizza topping—surprisingly, olives came




out on top! Each student then selected a staff member to make a personalised pizza for and
took their orders with great care.

Next, we created a shopping list and took a trip to Asda to purchase all the toppings we needed.
Using flour from our recent visit to Mill Green Museum, students made their own dough before
preparing their pizzas. While the pizzas baked, students designed and decorated their very own
pizza boxes.

The final results? Absolutely delicious!

Junior Football Tournament at The Valley School — 25t of March

The Valley School hosted a junior football tournament, welcoming Pinewood, Batchwood,
Brandles and St Lukes for an exciting and competitive morning of football.

Both our teams represented the school brilliantly, showing great teamwork, determination, and
skill throughout the tournament. After a series of strong performances, one of our teams
finished in an impressive second place—an excellent achievement against tough opposition.

The standard of football on display was fantastic, with all teams demonstrating enthusiasm,
effort, and a real love for the game. It was particularly pleasing to see our players working
together, supporting one another, and applying their skills with confidence.



A special mention must go to our senior boys, who took on the responsibility of refereeing the
matches. They showed maturity, fairness, and professionalism throughout the event, helping
games run smoothly and supporting younger players in a positive and respectful manner.

Overall, it was a highly successful event that reflected the values of teamwork, respect, and
participation. Well done to all students involved for representing The Valley School so positively.




Sing Up Day

A small group of students had the opportunity to go to the Mid Herts Music Centre in Hatfield
and join with other students from a wide range of schools as part of Sing Up Day 2026. They
came together to participate in vocal games, exercises and sing songs. Performing Arts Club also
participated by recording their version of this year's song, 'We Get Up Again’ which will be
included in a Sing Up Day video. We also performed the song in assembly today and thought
about its theme of resilience.
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As Easter half term approaches, we know that keeping children engaged over the holidays can
sometimes feel overwhelming—especially when trying to balance time, energy, and cost.

To support you, we’ve put together a range of free and low-cost activities at home and across
Hertfordshire, along with helpful local resources.

Free Things to Do Around Hertfordshire

Parks, Nature & Outdoor Fun
You don’t need to go far to have a great day out:

1 Visit local parks, woodlands, or nature reserves

1 Create your own nature scavenger hunt (e.g. leaves, birds, colours)

1 Try “park bingo” or a mini photo challenge
Simple outdoor activities like these encourage exploration and can turn a regular walk into an
adventure.



Free Wildlife & Nature Packs
Download free activity packs from local wildlife organisations to guide your walks:

1 Spot wildlife

1 Complete nature challenges

1 Record your discoveries
These packs are designed to help children explore local nature reserves in a fun, structured
way.

Libraries & Community Spaces
Local libraries often offer:
f Free craft sessions
1 Storytimes and reading challenges
1 Calm spaces to relax
These are ideal for a low-cost day out and often run extra sessions during school holidays.

Low-Cost Cinema Options
Many cinemas offer “kids screenings” during holidays for just a few pounds—great for a quieter

outing.

Free Activities to Do at Home

Simple Easter Crafts
You only need basic materials like paper and pens:
1 Decorate Easter eggs (paper or real)
1 Make bunny masks or cards
1 Create spring decorations
§ Baking and making cakes/biscuits
Crafting is one of the easiest ways to keep children engaged at home with minimal cost.

DIY Easter Egg Hunt
1 Hide small treats or clues around your home or garden
1 Create a simple treasure map or checklist
1 Add challenges at each stop
You can easily adapt this to suit different ages and interests.

Get Involved in Everyday Activities
Children often enjoy:



1 Gardening or planting seeds
1 Helping with cooking or baking
1 Simple “jobs” like watering plants
These everyday activities can be surprisingly engaging and build independence.

Helpful Local Websites
Hertfordshire Local Offer (activities & support):
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/
SPACE Hertfordshire (events & workshops):
https://spaceherts.org.uk/

Angels Support Group (parent support):
https://angelssupportgroup.org.uk/

Families in Focus (parenting courses):

https://www.familiesinfocus.co.uk/send-courses/current-send-courses/

Top Tip for the Holidays
You don’t need a packed schedule—often a simple mix of fresh air, creativity, and
downtime works best. Even small activities like a short walk, craft session, or shared game can
make a big difference.

We hope this gives you some easy, affordable ideas for the Easter break.
Wishing you a happy and relaxed Easter,

After-School Clubs
After-school activities start at 3.15pm and go on until 4.15pm. Parents will need to collect
students at 4.15pm from reception.

The clubs will change after Easter which means that students will have to sign up again. We will
be trialing a new online system for signing up using the Arbor App.

The clubs on offer are as follows:
Tuesday

KS3 Trampolining Club (max. 14)
Performing Arts Club (max. 30)
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Thursday
Art and Craft Club (max. 14)

The list of students expected to attend clubs on Tuesdays and Thursdays will be sent as a separate
email to this newsletter. If your child is on this list, then it means that we have received your
permission and that arrangements regarding transport home for your child have been agreed
with you. If this is not the case, you need to contact admin@thevalley.herts.sch.uk so we can
address any anomalies well before the evening.

Students will not be able to join a club after this list has been published until the following
week as organising transport and supervision is too complex to do well with very short notice.

Thank you for your support with this.



