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Week: 6th July – 10th July 2026 

Monday 6th July 
Sports Day 

Shopping trip – Pre Voc 
Tuesday 7th July 

Sports Day 
Dance for Rights Workshop 

Year 6 Parents Coffee Morning 
Wednesday 8th July 
Year 8 Brighton Trip 

Thursday 9th July 
National School Transition Day 

Friday 10th July 
Maroon Class Natural History Museum Trip 

   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday 13th July 
Shopping trip – Pre Voc 

Y10 Childcare Visit to Playhouse Preschool 
Tuesday 14th July 

Year 10 Coffee Morning 
Wednesday 15th July 

ASDA Sleepover Shopping Trip – Maroon 
Y9 rewards Trip – Bowling & McDonalds 

Friday 17th July 
Maroon Lyric Theatre – The Gruffalo Trip 

Transport Visit to The Valley 
Enterprise Summer Event 

Monday 20th July 
Whipsnade Whole School Trip 

Tuesday 21st July 
Last day of term – Students finish at 12.30 

 

CHECKLIST 
 Letters sent home this week 

 

Year 10 Coffee Morning  

Allergies & Food Intolerances  

  

  

Important Dates Coming Up… 
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What an incredible week it has been at The Valley School! 

Our whole-school production has been the highlight of a truly memorable week. Students and 

staff worked tremendously hard to bring the show to life, and we were delighted to perform 

not only for local schools and our own students, but also across two fantastic evening 

performances. The confidence, talent, teamwork and enthusiasm demonstrated by our 

students were remarkable, and I am immensely proud of everyone involved. 

 

We were also pleased to welcome Tony Fitzpatrick, Director of Education, and Councillor Mark 

Watkins to the school this week. Both visitors were hugely impressed by what they saw during 

their time with us, recognising the positive culture, strong relationships and exceptional 

opportunities that our students experience every day. 

 

Tuesday evening saw our Year 6 into 7 Information Evening, where we had the opportunity to 

welcome new families and share information about the exciting transition journey ahead. It was 

wonderful to see so many families in attendance and beginning their connection with our 

school community. 

 

On Friday, we took part in DEAR – Drop Everything And Read, celebrating the importance and 

enjoyment of reading across the whole school. It was fantastic to see everyone immersed in 

books and sharing in a collective love of reading. 

 

It has certainly been an amazing, full-on and incredibly busy week, but one that perfectly 

showcases the energy, commitment and achievements of our entire school community. Thank 

you to all our staff, students and families for your continued support in making opportunities 

like these possible. 

 

I hope you enjoy reading about the many highlights from this exceptional week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Annie  

New York City was created in Stevenage on 

Wednesday and Thursday this week when our 

students performed their version of Annie (Kids). 

Amazing, outstanding and incredible were all words 

used by the audience to describe what they saw. 

Alternate casts of principals led the way with real 

professionalism on both nights. The orphans had 

boundless energy and wielded their mops with 

enthusiasm whilst executing some 

involved choreography to ‘A Hard Knock Life’. The 

ensemble created NYC complete with taxis and street 

signs. Miss Hannigan kept everyone in line..... until she 

received her comeuppance..... and the sun really did come 

out. Everyone played their part, built their confidence and 

sang and danced with obvious enjoyment, remembering 

that they are ‘Never Fully Dressed Without A Smile’. A 

special mention should go to the student tech 

crew who were outstanding in keeping everything as it 

should be.  

   

And the sun really did come out.....  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hot Weather Arrangements for Next Week 

With the weather forecast indicating that temperatures are set to rise again next week, we 

would like to thank families for their continued support in helping us keep everyone 

comfortable and safe during periods of hot weather. 

To help students stay cool, we are encouraging all students to wear their PE kit to school. We 

would also ask parents and carers to support us by ensuring that their child: 

• Brings a water bottle to school each day 

• Has suncream applied before leaving home 

• Has a suitable hat for outdoor activities 

We will continue to monitor temperatures closely throughout 

the school day. Should classroom temperatures consistently 

rise above 30°C, we may need to make temporary adjustments 

to the school day in order to safeguard the wellbeing of both 

students and staff. Wherever possible, families will be 

informed of any changes by 12 noon on the preceding day. 

Our aim is to strike a careful balance between keeping our 

school community safe and avoiding unnecessary disruption to learning. We will review 

conditions daily and make decisions based on the most up-to-date information available. 

One possible adjustment may involve moving to a cold lunch menu. During periods of extreme 

heat, temperatures in the kitchen can exceed 40°C while hot meals are being prepared, and we 

have a responsibility to ensure the health, safety and wellbeing of our catering staff. 

We also recognise that some students are particularly sensitive to hot weather conditions. If 

temperatures rise above 30°C and parents feel they are better able to support their child at 

home, the school will support that decision and the absence will not be penalised. If you choose 

to keep your child at home, please notify the school office so that we do not contact you 

regarding their attendance. 

Thank you for your understanding, flexibility and cooperation as we work together to ensure 

that all members of our school community remain safe, comfortable and well during the 

warmer weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dreams Brought to Life Through Art 

Bessie should be very proud of her final BTEC Art piece, a beautiful 

canvas created around the theme of Dreams. Inspired by the artwork 

of William Blake, she developed her own fantasy-style painting 

featuring an angel and 

imaginative dreamlike 

elements. Throughout 

the project, Bessie 

showed creativity, focus 

and determination, 

thoughtfully exploring 

her ideas and producing a 

finished piece that reflects both her artistic 

skills and personal style. Well done, Bessie, on creating such a successful and inspiring final 

artwork. 

 
 
Serving Tuck 
Molly demonstrated growing confidence when serving tuck for the 
first time this week. She showed a natural flair for the role while 
serving customers, calculating prices and restocking. Her positive 
attitude, willingness to learn, and commitment to completing tasks 
to a high standard have been wonderful to see. Well done, Molly 
— keep up the fantastic work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MHST for parents and carers 

This year the SEND MHST are trialling a new referral process for the summer holidays. This 

involves parents having the ability to self-refer for support. This is for all parents of children at 

the school currently, as well as parents of children with a place starting in 

September. 

These referrals are for parent work via Teams and can be for the 

following: 

• Child anxiety 

• Child sadness 

• Understanding my child’s emotions 

• Coping with the summer holidays 

• Coping with transitions 

Please scan the QR code on the attached poster. 

 

Year 10 coffee morning 

The Year 10 Coffee Morning will take place on Tuesday 

14th July, from 9:30am to 10:30am. 

This will be a fantastic opportunity to meet with members 

of the Year 10 team, connect with other parents and 

carers, and discuss the year ahead in a relaxed and 

informal setting. 

An email has been sent to year 10 parents and carers with 

details of how to reserve your place. 

 

 

 

Sports Days  

Sports Day will take place on Monday 6 July and Tuesday 7 July. Students will take part in a 

range of fun and inclusive activities with their house groups across the two days. 



On Day 1, students will complete activities such as 

sprinting, hurdles, javelin, go-kart and relays. On Day 2, 

students will take part in team and target activities 

including football, boccia, dodgeball and archery. 

Please ensure your child comes to school in their PE kit on 

both days. As some activities will take place outside, 

students should also bring: 

• a hat 

• a water bottle 

• sun cream, applied before school where possible 

Students will not be outside for more than approximately 

one hour each day, and any periods of waiting will be taking 

place in the shade where possible. 

Unfortunately, parents and carers will not be able to attend Sports Day. However, we look 

forward to celebrating the students’ efforts and achievements in school and more information 

will be shared in next week's headteacher newsletter. 

 

RRSA End of Year update. 

Since achieving the UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools Silver Award 

in July 2025, we have been working on a number of areas to progress 

towards the Gold award, which we hope to achieve in July 2027. 

Gold: Rights Respecting is the highest level of the RRSA Award and is 

granted to schools that have fully embedded the principles of the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child into their ethos and 

curriculum. To achieve the award, we not only have to show that our 

school community is committed to the rights of all our students, we 

have to demonstrate that we are committed to understanding and 

advocating for the rights of children throughout the world. 

Climate Change is the single biggest challenge to children across the 

world enjoying their Rights, and the RRSA Steering Group decided 

that tackling climate change should be the initial focus for us this year as a school. Led by Ms 

Flynn, our Sustainability Lead, we have undertaken a range of activities and learning this year to 

do our bit for the planet, including recycling more of our waste, litter picking and planting trees. 

We have seen the effect of climate change here in the UK this summer, and whilst the changes 

we make may seem small, we have learned that if everyone does a little, overall, that can make 

a difference. 



We are now starting to look beyond The Valley and our local area to learn about the rights of 

children across the world. With help from Ms Beynon, who has connections with a charity in 

Cambodia, we are going to be developing a friendship with a school there, learning what life is 

like for their children, the challenges they face, and seeing if there is anything we can do to help 

them enjoy some of the rights we enjoy here in the UK. This is a wonderful opportunity for our 

students to learn about children the other side of the world, and we hope there will be lots of 

exchanges of letters, drawings and perhaps even videos of our schools. 

 
Next year is going to be very busy, but the RRSA Steering Group is very excited about all the new 

things we are going to discover and learn together. If you would like to find out more, here is the 

website https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After School Clubs  

After-school activities start at 3.15pm and go on until 4.15pm. Parents will need to collect 

students at 4.15pm from reception.   

 

The clubs on offer are as follows: 

 

Tuesday 

Learn to Cycle Club (max.14) - This club is designed for students who are not yet confident riding 

a bicycle and would benefit from additional support. 

 

Performing Arts Club (max. 30) 

 

Thursday 

Art and Craft Club (max. 14) 

 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/


The list of students expected to attend clubs on Tuesdays and Thursdays will be sent as a separate 

email to this newsletter.  If your child is on this list, then it means that we have received your 

permission and that arrangements regarding transport home for your child have been agreed 

with you.  If this is not the case, you need to contact admin@thevalley.herts.sch.uk so we can 

address any anomalies well before the evening.   

 

Students will not be able to join a club after this list has been published until the following 

week as organising transport and supervision is too complex to do well with very short notice. 

Thank you for your support with this.  

 


