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Important Dates Coming

Upm

Week: 13t — 17t July 2026

Monday 13 July
Shopping Trip- Pre Voc
Yr10 Childcare Visit to Playhouse Preschool
School Council meeting
Tuesday 14" July
Yr8 visit to Stevenage to Police Station
Yr10 Coffee morning
Wednesday 15™ July
Maroon class- ASDA shopping trip for sleepover
Yr9 Rewards trip- Bowling & McDonalds
SALT team Parent meetings
Thursday 16™ July
KS3 Swimming
Multi Sports Festival
Friday 17t July
Maroon class- Sleepover
Transport visit to see Yr7

Maroon class- Trip to the Lyric Theatre in London to see the Gruffalo

Enterprise summer event

UPCOMING EVENTS

Monday 20t July
Whole School Trip to Whipsnade
Tuesday 21st July
End of term- School finishes at 12:30
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It has been another busy and enjoyable week at The Valley School, filled with opportunities for
our students to learn, and enjoy new experiences.

We ended last week with our whole school Drop Everything And Read (DEAR) session on Friday.
It was wonderful to see students and staff taking time to enjoy reading together, providing a
calm and positive way to finish the week.

This week began with the excitement of our Sports Days on Monday and Tuesday. The
enthusiasm and teamwork shown by our students were fantastic to see, and | would like to
thank all the staff who worked so hard to make both events such a success.

Thursday was National Transition Day, an important milestone for many of our students. We
were delighted to welcome our incoming Year 6 students back to The Valley School as they
continued their transition journey towards September. In addition, every class spent the day
with the teachers and peers they will be working with next year, helping to build confidence for
the year ahead.

Unfortunately, the extreme weather this week meant that several planned trips had to be
cancelled. While this was disappointing, | would like to recognise the incredible flexibility and
creativity of our staff, who quickly adapted plans and provided engaging, fun-filled alternative
activities in school. Their commitment ensured that students continued to have enjoyable
experiences despite the changes.

Since Wednesday, we have also adapted aspects of the school day in response to the high
temperatures to ensure the comfort and wellbeing of our students and staff. | would like to
thank all parents and carers for their support, understanding and flexibility during this period.

Clay Work in Art
Year 7 made mini animal masks out of clay and then painted them. They have done an amazing

job. Here are some examples.




In Art Club, Dylan and Daniel W in Year 10
have also been working with clay. Daniel has
made this fabulous Pac-Man model and Dylan
has made these adorable little frogs.

End of term arrangements

Monday 20th July Whole School Trip to
Whipsnade, Packed Lunch Provided (Uniform)
Tuesday 21% July - Last day of term

Non-School Uniform

Time Activity

9:00 —9:20 | Registration and Breakfast

9:20 - 9:50 Assembly
9:55-11:00 | Lessons 2 &3 as normal
11:00 - 11:20 | Break
11:20—11:45 | Lesson 4
11:45-12:00 | Form Time
12:00 — 12:30 | Pick up lunch
12:30-12:35 | Form time
12:35—-12:50 | Departure

The first day back in September

The first day back for staff will be Tuesday 1°* September as it is an Inset Day.
The Year 7 Students ONLY Wednesday 2" September at 9:00am

All students Thursday 3™ September at 9:00am

Whole School Trip to Whipsnade

The school will be closed on Monday 20™" July as the
whole school will be on a trip.

If there is an emergency and you need to contact us,
please call us on the school mobile — 07449790337

Hot Weather Arrangements for Next Week
With the weather forecast indicating that
temperatures are set to rise again next week,
we would like to thank families for their

continued support in helping us keep everyone comfortable and safe during periods of hot
weather.




To help students stay cool, we are encouraging all students to wear their PE kit to school. We
would also ask parents and carers to support us by ensuring that their child:
e Brings a water bottle to school each day
¢ Has suncream applied before leaving home
e Has a suitable hat for outdoor activities
We will continue to monitor temperatures closely throughout
the school day. Should classroom temperatures consistently
rise above 30°C, we may need to make temporary adjustments
to the school day in order to safeguard the wellbeing of both
students and staff. Wherever possible, families will be

informed of any changes by 12 noon on the preceding day.
Our aim is to strike a careful balance between keeping our
school community safe and avoiding unnecessary disruption to learning. We will review
conditions daily and make decisions based on the most up-to-date information available.

One possible adjustment may involve moving to a cold lunch menu. During periods of extreme
heat, temperatures in the kitchen can exceed 40°C while hot meals are being prepared, and we
have a responsibility to ensure the health, safety and wellbeing of our catering staff.

We also recognise that some students are particularly sensitive to hot weather conditions. If
temperatures rise above 30°C and parents feel they are better able to support their child at
home, the school will support that decision and the absence will not be penalised. If you choose
to keep your child at home, please notify the school office so that we do not contact you
regarding their attendance.

Thank you for your understanding, flexibility and cooperation as we work together to ensure
that all members of our school community remain safe, comfortable and well during the
warmer weather.

Sports Day Success

Our two-day Sports Day was a fantastic
celebration of participation, teamwork,
determination and achievement across the
school.

On Day 1, students took part in a wide range of
athletics and relay activities, including sprinting,
hurdles, javelin, go-kart and team relays.
Students competed in their house groups and
worked hard to earn points through both
individual performances and team events.




On Day 2, the focus moved to team games and target activities. Students competed in football,
boccia, dodgeball and archery, demonstrating excellent cooperation, communication and
sportsmanship.

Through both days, students showed great enthusiasm and resilience. They listened carefully to
staff, waited patiently for their turns, encouraged their teammates and celebrated the
achievements of others. It was particularly pleasing to see students supporting one another and
taking pride in representing their house.

After all scores from both days were combined, the final standings
were:

1st — Ash House (Red): 179 points

2nd - Beech House (Blue): 137 points

3rd — ElIm House (Green): 132 points

4th — Oak House (Orange): 116 points

Congratulations to Ash House (Red) on becoming this year’s
overall Sports Day champion. Well done also to Beech House
(Blue), EIm House (Green) and Oak House (Orange) for their
excellent effort and contribution throughout the event.

A huge thank you must go to all staff who helped prepare the
activities, supported students, managed the stations and ensured
that both days ran safely and smoothly. Sports Day was a
wonderful example of our school community working together and

celebrating the achievements of every student.




Year 8 Science
Silver class had great fun in their first Year 8 Science lesson building towers using spaghetti and
marshmallows. They tried out various techniques and discovered that triangular structures

were more stable than squares and rectangles. The highest structure was built by Eddie and
Rio, who built a tower that was 60 cm high!

Here are some photos of the class deep in concentration:






Year 10 coffee morning
The Year 10 Coffee Morning will take place on Tuesday 14th July, from 9:30am to 10:30am.
This will be a fantastic opportunity to meet with members of the
Year 10 team, connect with other parents and carers, and discuss
the year ahead in a relaxed and informal setting.

An email has been sent with details of how to reserve your place. If
you would like to attend, please complete the sign-up form that has
been shared with Year 10 parents and carers.

Dance For Rights

On Tuesday, some of our Year 7 and Year 8 students took part in
the Dance For Rights event, run by the Royal Ballet and the Royal
Opera Company. Hundreds of schools across the UK took part in the
event, joining in across Zoom to learn about their Rights and
explore them through dance and movement. The event was
introduced by Radzi Chinyanganya from CBBC and the dancing was
led by members of the Royal Ballet.

Our students developed and practised a number of short sequences
expressing their Rights to Be Heard (Article 12), to Identity and Being
Themselves (Article 8), to access Play, Rest, Arts and Culture (Article
31) as well as Equality and Community, and then brought them
together into a final dance along with all the other children across
the country who were taking part.

It was a very special way for our students to develop their
understanding of their Rights under the United Nations Convention
for the Rights of the ;
Child, and
tremendous fun for

us all.




Year 8 Fun Day

Although our planned Year 8 trip to
Brighton unfortunately had to be
cancelled, we were delighted to see
our students make the very best of
the day with a fantastic Year 8 Fun
Day at school.

The day was packed with activities,
including a refreshing water fight, a
variety of games, a film, an ice cream

station, and delicious Domino's pizza.
There was plenty of laughter, smiles, and great memories made throughout the day.

We were especially impressed with how well everyone coped in the hot weather. Students
showed resilience, enthusiasm, and excellent behaviour, making the day a real success despite
the change of plans.

A huge thank you to all the staff who helped organise and run the activities, ensuring that Year
8 still enjoyed a memorable end to the year.




Drop off

| am sure you have all seen our new sign. Thank you to
Wrapped Signs for providing it for us. Please can | ask for
the safety of all concerned that we adhere to it. Thank you.

Services for young people

Hudnall Park is Services for Young People's outdoor activity
centre set in 85 acres of beautiful parkland, private
woodland and meadows, five miles from Hemel Hempstead
in the west of Hertfordshire.

We offer tailor-made programmes of activities designed to

develop young people’s social, emotional and physical skills in a safe and supportive
environment.

During the summer 2026 school holidays we are offering adventurous outdoor activities to
young people aged 13-19 with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), including those
with social, emotional and mental health (SEMH) needs.

All sessions are for a maximum of 12 people. Please note
that we cannot offer one-to-one support for young

L
people attending these activities so they will need to be Semlces for
able to take part without additional individual support. You ng People

The activities are funded by Hertfordshire County Council

Short Breaks but there is a small fee of £7 for each 2-hour



activity session which is non-refundable. If young people stay for the full day (two 2-hour
activity sessions plus a supervised 1-hour lunch break) the cost for the five hours is £17.50.
Young people staying for lunch will need to bring their own packed lunch.

Families can book as many hours as they wish within their Short Breaks Local Offer (SBLO) hours
allocation. If you are not registered for Short Breaks, please register here before booking.

For further information and to book onto any of the school holiday activities, please see the
following link to our website and booking form: Hudnall Park

Sei(pleps,
After School Clubs

These have now ceased for the year. A whole range of new clubs will be available in
September, and all student places will need to be applied for in the normal way.


https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/ufs/CSF_SBLO_APPLY.eb?ebd=0&ebz=2_1773247876583
https://www.servicesforyoungpeople.org/hudnall-park/summer-holiday-activities-short-breaks/

