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Week: 20th – 24th July 2026 

Monday 20th July 
Whole School Trip to Whipsnade 

Tuesday 21st July 
End of term- School finishes at 12:30  

   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

September 2026 
Tuesday 1st September 

Inset day 
Wednesday 2nd September 

Year 7 students in school until lunchtime with Parents/Carers 
Thursday 3rd September 

ALL STUDENTS return to school 
Thursday 10th September  

Yr11 College Provision starts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates Coming Up… 
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As we reach the end of another successful academic year, I would like to take this opportunity to reflect 

on what has been a truly remarkable year for The Valley School. We have welcomed more students than 

ever before and, most importantly, have seen exceptional progress across the school. Our students have 

continued to grow in confidence, independence and achievement, supported by a rich and varied 

curriculum and an extensive programme of trips, visits and experiences that have helped to further 

develop their cultural capital. 

 

This year has also seen The Valley School's reputation 

continue to grow across Hertfordshire. We have 

supported more colleagues from other schools than 

ever before, sharing our expertise and learning from 

others. The positive feedback we have received from 

external advisers has been overwhelmingly encouraging 

and is a testament to the dedication, professionalism 

and commitment of our entire staff team. 

 

None of this would be possible without the tremendous support of our families, and I would like to extend 

my sincere thanks to parents and carers for the trust, encouragement and partnership you have shown 

throughout the year. Together, we have created opportunities that enable our students to thrive. 

  

Although we are approaching the end of term, there has certainly been no slowing down. Students have 

enjoyed a sleepover, a trip into London, a Year 9 Rewards Trip and an Enterprise-led football festival. We 

were also delighted to welcome a group of transport enthusiasts who brought nearly thirty different 

vehicles for students to explore – an experience that generated great excitement and curiosity across the 

school. 

 

With just our whole-school trip to Whipsnade Zoo still to come, there is one final adventure to enjoy 

before we close the doors for the summer. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to making this 

such a successful year. I hope you enjoy reading this final newsletter and celebrating the many 

achievements and memorable experiences that have made this year so special. 

 

Miss Barber Returns from Poland Championships 
This Monday, we were delighted to welcome back Miss Barber after proudly representing Team GB at the 
Virtus European Summer Games in Poland. 
Miss Barber enjoyed an outstanding competition, achieving remarkable success against some of Europe’s 
best athletes. She won a Silver Medal (2nd place) in the Heptathlon, a demanding seven-event 
competition consisting of the 100m sprint, Shot Putt, High Jump, 200m sprint, Long Jump, Javelin, and 
800m race. Her all-round athletic ability, determination, and consistency across each event earned her a 
well-deserved place on the podium. 
Adding to her success, Miss Barber also secured a Silver Medal (2nd place) in the Javelin event. Producing 
an impressive throw of 23.40 metres, she achieved another podium finish and demonstrated her 
exceptional talent in the field events. 



Miss Barber’s achievements are a fantastic accomplishment both personally and for Team GB. Her 
dedication, hard work, and commitment to sport are truly inspiring, and we are incredibly proud of 
everything she has achieved on the international stage. 
Congratulations, Miss Barber, on your two silver medals and an outstanding performance in Poland! We 

look forward to hearing all about your experience and celebrating your success with you.               

 
 
Greek Myths 
Sky Class have heard many Greek Myths, 
stories and fables this half term. There are 
so many unusual (and SCARY!) creatures in 
the stories. Sky class decided to create their 
own magical and mystical creatures! The 
students tried to make them using more 
than one animal or human part. Ethan's 
creature even had a full, wonderfully 
creative, origin story! 
Amazing work! 
 
 



 
 
End of term arrangements  

Monday 20th July Whole School Trip to Whipsnade, Packed Lunch Provided (Uniform) 

Tuesday 21st July - Last day of term  

 

Non-School Uniform 

Time Activity 

  9:00 – 9:20 Registration and Breakfast 

  9:20 - 9:50 Assembly 

9:55 – 11:00 Lessons 2 &3 as normal 

11:00 - 11:20 Break 

11:20 – 11:45 Lesson 4 

11:45 – 12:00 Form Time 

12:00 – 12:30 Pick up lunch 

12:30 – 12:35 Form time 

12:35 – 12:50 Departure 

 

The first day back in September 

The first day back for staff will be Tuesday 1st September as it is an Inset Day. 

The Year 7 Students ONLY Wednesday 2nd September at 9:00am  

All students Thursday 3rd September at 9:00am 

 



Whole School Trip to Whipsnade 

The school will be closed on Monday 20th July as the 

whole school will be on a trip. 

If there is an emergency and you need to contact us, 

please call us on the school mobile – 07449790337 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tino has a real passion for the cars 

We are delighted to share some fantastic news about Tino's achievements 

outside of school. 

Tino has a real passion for the cars, he is an active member of their local car 

club. 

This week, Tino was given a special opportunity by the club owner and has 

been appointed as one of the club's official photographers. This is a 

wonderful achievement and recognition of his enthusiasm, commitment and 

growing photography skills. 

Congratulations, Tino – we are incredibly proud of you and look forward to 

seeing some of your photographs in the future! 

 

Year 10 Coffee Morning 

Our recent Year 10 Coffee Morning was a wonderful success. It was fantastic to welcome 

parents, carers and students, giving everyone the opportunity to come together in a relaxed 

and friendly setting. Students were proud to showcase all of their hard work and achievements 

from the year, and it was lovely to see them sharing their progress with their families. We also 

really appreciated the valuable feedback and honest 

conversations about how Year 10 students are feeling 

as they prepare for the exciting transition into Year 11. 

Parents and carers also enjoyed reminiscing about 

their own memories of being part of The Valley School 

community, making it a special morning of reflection, 

celebration and looking ahead. 

  

  



Sports Festival – Thursday 16 July 

Students enjoyed a fantastic day of sport on Thursday 16 July, taking part in either team 

competitions or a range of multi-skills activities. 

Some students participated in football, basketball and dodgeball fixtures, demonstrating 

teamwork, communication and determination. Others completed archery, football, basketball 

and target challenges, working hard to achieve their best individual scores. 

Across all activities, students showed enthusiasm, resilience and excellent sportsmanship. They 

encouraged one another, celebrated achievements and approached each challenge positively. 

The festival was a great success and gave every student the opportunity to participate, develop 

their skills and enjoy being active. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 Art Lessons 

To finish their unit on Masks, Year 7 have made Mardi Gras masks this week.  Here are Orange 

Class, Silver Class and Violet Class showing them off in all their colourful beauty! 

 

 

 



Summer Holidays: 

 Stronger Together Through Golf – Teen Activity Day 

We're delighted to invite bereaved teenagers to our next Stronger 

Together Through Golf activity day. 

Date: Tuesday 18th August  

Time: 10:00am – 3:30pm 

This fun and supportive day gives young people the opportunity to 

learn and play golf in a relaxed environment, meet others with similar experiences, and enjoy a 

day of connection and friendship. Lunch will be provided. 

If you know a bereaved young person who may benefit from attending, please share the 

attached flyer with them or encourage them to get in touch for more information. 

  

Herts Summer Parks 

Fridays: 7th, 14th & 21st August | 3.00pm–6.00pm (Ages 12ς16) 

Herts Summer Parks is a free festival-style programme designed especially for teenagers. Young 

people can enjoy a different mix of activities each week, including: 

¶                              Climbing 

¶                        Football 

¶       Graffiti art 

¶               Archery 

¶             Gaming & VR 

¶        Jewellery making 

¶       Inflatables 

¶     Creative workshops and much more! 

King George V Playing Fields, Sish Lane, Stevenage. Advance registration is recommended, 

leaflet attached. 

  

Free & Low-Cost Summer Holiday Activities in Hertfordshire 

Keeping teenagers entertained over the summer doesn't have to cost a fortune! Here are some 

ideas happening across Hertfordshire. 

   Free Events 

Herts Summer Parks (Ages 12–16) 

A fantastic free programme running throughout August with activities including climbing, 

football, graffiti art, jewellery making, archery, inflatables, gaming/VR and more. Young people 

also receive a free food voucher at each session. Locations include Watford, Stevenage, 

Borehamwood, Welwyn Garden City and Waltham Cross. 



HAPpy Holiday Activity Programme 

If your child receives benefits-related free school meals, they may be eligible for free holiday 

clubs featuring sports, creative activities, outdoor adventures and healthy meals for children up 

to Year 11. 

       Great Free Places to Visit 

¶ Cassiobury Park (Watford) – Large park with woodland walks, splash pool, sports 

facilities and plenty of space for picnics. 

¶ Panshanger Park (near Hertford) – Beautiful countryside with walking and cycling trails, 

wildlife spotting and scenic picnic areas. 

¶ Hartham Common (Hertford) – Open green space with river walks, skate park, outdoor 

gym and sports facilities. 

¶ Leavesden Country Park – Great for walking, 

cycling and outdoor games. 

 Low-Cost Days Out 

¶ North Hertfordshire Museum – Affordable 

entry with interactive local history and 

changing exhibitions. 

¶ Verulamium Museum – Discover Roman 

Britain, then explore the surrounding park and ancient ruins. 

¶ de Havilland Aircraft Museum – A great choice for aviation enthusiasts. 

¶ Aldenham Country Park – Walking trails, play areas and seasonal activities (some 

attractions have an admission charge). 

       Budget-Friendly Ideas 

¶ Visit your local library and take part in the Summer Reading Challenge, with free events 

and activities often running throughout the holidays. 

¶ Explore one of Hertfordshire's many nature reserves or country parks with a picnic and a 

wildlife-spotting challenge. 

¶ Try a photography challenge—capture interesting wildlife, landscapes or local 

landmarks. 

¶ Enjoy a bike ride along local cycle routes or canal paths. 

¶ Pack a football, frisbee or rounders set and meet friends at your local park. 

     SEND Activities 

Hudnall Park near Berkhamsted is offering outdoor adventure sessions for young people aged 

13–19 with SEND during the summer holidays. Activities include woodland adventures, 

scavenger hunts and more, with sessions costing around £7. 



Whether your young person enjoys sport, nature, creativity or simply spending time outdoors 

with friends, there are plenty of affordable ways to make the most of the summer holidays 

across Hertfordshire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After School Clubs  

These have now ceased for the year.  A whole range of new clubs will be available in 

September, and all student places will need to be applied for in the normal way. 


