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Week: 14" - 18" September 2026
Thursday 17" September
KS3 Swimming
Friday 18" September
First week Yr11 finish at 2pm. Students can choose to leave school instead of
doing an Elective

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday 23" September
Services for Young People- Coming into school; pop up at lunchtime to see
students
Thursday 24" September
KS3 Swimming
Thursday 1% October
No mobile phone use during school day
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As we move into the second week of the academic year, | would like to take the opportunity to
thank everyone for the positive start we have made together. It has been wonderful to see our
students settling quickly into routines, engaging in their learning and embracing the many
opportunities available to them across the school.

Our new Year 7 students continue to impress us with their enthusiasm, confidence and
willingness to get involved in school life. They have adapted remarkably well to the transition to
secondary school and are already becoming valued members of our school community.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Changes to Student Mobile Phone Use

At The Valley School, we are incredibly proud of the maturity, responsibility and good
judgement consistently demonstrated by our students. Historically, mobile phone use has not
presented any significant issues within the school. Students have used their devices sensibly
and have responded positively to the expectations set by staff.

However, in line with statutory guidance, we must introduce revised arrangements for student
mobile phones from 15t October 2026.

Statutory Guidance
The Children's Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026 requires state-funded schools to have regard
to this guidance when exercising their functions. This effectively gives the guidance legal
force.

“All schools should be mobile phone-free environments by default;
anything other than this should be by exception only.

Schools should develop a mobile phone policy that prohibits the
use of mobile phones and other smart technology with similar
functionality to mobile phones (for example, the ability to send
and/or receive notifications or messages via mobile phone
networks or the ability to record audio and/or video) throughout
the school day, including during lessons, the time between lessons,
breaktimes and lunchtime.”

New Procedure

Students who bring a mobile phone to school will be required to hand it to their Form Tutor
during morning registration.

Phones will be placed in individually named pouches and securely stored in a locked location
throughout the school day. They will be returned to students at the end of the school day
before students leave the site and before taxis depart.



Students who choose not to bring a mobile phone to school will not be affected by this
procedure.

Contacting Your Child During the Day

Should a parent or carer need to contact their child urgently during the school day, the School
Office will be happy to assist. Likewise, if a student needs to contact home, appropriate
arrangements can be made through the School Office.

Keeping Your Contact Details Up to Date on Arbor

As we begin a new term, it is a good opportunity to ensure that your

contact details are accurate and up to date on Arbor. m". GT DETAIL
Please take a moment to review the contact information currently held c A A s
on Arbor and make any necessary amendments on the app.

Alternatively please contact the school office at admin@thevally.herts.sch.uk.

Keeping your contact details up to date helps to ensure that we can contact the correct person
promptly when needed.
Thank you for your support in helping us maintain accurate records.

Year 8 coffee morning

An email went out this week to warmly inviting Year 8 Parent
and Carers for a Coffee Morning. This informal session will
provide an opportunity to meet staff, view students’ work,
and engage with the Year 8 learning environment. To assist
with planning, please complete the survey link in letter by
the 15™ September.

We look forward to welcoming you.

Archery Success for Callum
We are delighted to celebrate another fantastic sporting achievement by Callum, who recently
won Gold at the Clophill Archery Club Championships.
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Competing in the Under-18 Men's Barebow Short Metrics 111
category, Callum achieved an impressive score of 439, shooting at
distances of 30m and 20m. His outstanding performance earned him
the Club Champion Gold Medal and secured his status as an Archer
2nd Class.

This achievement is particularly noteworthy as Callum has only
recently joined Clophill Archery Club, a larger club with many more
members and a wider range of shooting styles and disciplines. To settle
into a new environment and achieve such success so quickly is
outstanding. Well done, Callum!

Instrumental/Singing Lessons:

Our fantastic team of peripatetic teachers were in this week
teaching Years 8 - 11. Year 7 students will be receiving a letter and
sign-up form in the near future where they will be able to request
lessons. Year 7 lessons will begin after half term.

Some of our Year 7s saw our recent production of Annie as part of
their transition activities. They have been speaking about it which
has prompted interest from other students. The video links for both
casts are included below. Do have a look.

Night 1 - https://youtu.be/pGg81FDpHTc

Night 2 - https://youtu.be/eXBT3n-zwhU

Could You Be Our Next Parent Governor?

We are currently looking for a new Parent Governor to join our Governing Board at The Valley School.

This is a fantastic opportunity to play a key role in shaping the future of our school. Parent Governors

bring a vital perspective to our leadership team, helping to ensure that the
views and experiences of families are represented in decision-making.

You don’t need any specific qualifications - just a commitment to supporting
the school, a willingness to learn, and the ability to work collaboratively with
others. Training and support are provided, and the role can be incredibly
rewarding.

If you’re interested in finding out more or would like to put yourself forward,
please contact the school office.

We'd love to hear from you!

Parent
Governor
Vacancy
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Football Electives

We're pleased to announce that Stevenage Football Club has once again generously allowed us
to use their brand-new astro pitch throughout this academic year. This is a fantastic opportunity
for our students to enjoy high-quality facilities and further develop their football skills.

There is one important condition for using the astro pitch: students must wear suitable football
boots with clear moulded studs. Trainers, astro boots and boots with small pimples are not
permitted, as these can damage the artificial grass.

We have a small number of spare football boots available in school, which we will lend to
students where possible. However, our supply is limited.

If your child has any football boots that they have outgrown and you would be willing to donate,
we would be incredibly grateful. Your donations will help ensure that as many students as
possible can benefit from this exciting opportunity.

During Friday afternoon electives, students who choose football and have suitable football boots
will be able to play on the astro pitch. Students without suitable boots will still take part in
football sessions, but these will take place on the school field instead.

Thank you for your support in helping us make the most of this exciting partnership

with Stevenage FC.

Maroon Class Gets Moving with Science!



Students in Maroon Class have been learning all about the different parts of the human body as
part of their science lessons. To make their learning fun, engaging, and memorable, they took
part in a lively Macarena activity, using the dance moves to identify and explore different body
parts. =
The students thoroughly enjoyed getting active while
reinforcing their scientific knowledge, and the
combination of movement and learning helped bring the
topic to life. It was wonderful to see everyone
participating  with  enthusiasm, building their
understanding of the human body while having lots of
fun along the way. Well done, Maroon Class!

After-School Clubs

We will be starting our after-school activities again from week commencing 14t September 2026.
The activities start at 3.15pm and go on until 4.15pm. Parents will need to collect students at
4.15pm from reception. A separate email has been sent out this week confirming clubs on offer
and how to apply.

The clubs currently on offer are as follows:

Tuesday
Multi-Sports Club KS4 (max. 12)
Performing Arts Club (max. 30)

Wednesday
Multi-Sports Club KS3 (max. 12)

The list of students expected to attend clubs on Tuesdays and Thursdays will normally be sent as
a separate email to this newsletter. If your child is on this list, then it means that we have
received your permission and that arrangements regarding transport home for your child have



been agreed with you. If this is not the case, you need to contact admin@thevalley.herts.sch.uk
so we can address any anomalies well before the evening.

Students will not be able to join a club after this list has been published until the following
week as organising transport and supervision is too complex to do well with very short notice.

Thank you for your support with this.



