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Dear Parents and Carers,
Changes to Student Mobile Phone Use from 1t October 2026

At The Valley School, we are incredibly proud of the maturity, responsibility and good
judgement consistently demonstrated by our students. Historically, mobile phone use has not
presented any significant issues within the school. Students have used their devices sensibly
and have responded positively to the expectations set by staff.

However, in line with statutory guidance, we must introduce revised arrangements for student
mobile phones from 15t October 2026.

Statutory Guidance

The Children's Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026 requires state-funded schools to have regard
to this guidance when exercising their functions. This effectively gives the guidance legal
force.

“All schools should be mobile phone-free environments by default; anything other than this
should be by exception only.

Schools should develop a mobile phone policy that prohibits the use of mobile phones and other
smart technology with similar functionality to mobile phones (for example, the ability to send
and/or receive notifications or messages via mobile phone networks or the ability to record
audio and/or video) throughout the school day, including during lessons, the time between
lessons, breaktimes and lunchtime.”
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New Procedure

Students who bring a mobile phone to school will be required to hand it to their Form Tutor
during morning registration.

Phones will be placed in individually named pouches and securely stored in a locked location
throughout the school day. They will be returned to students at the end of the school day
before students leave the site and before taxis depart.

Students who choose not to bring a mobile phone to school will not be affected by this
procedure.

Why Are We Making This Change?

It is important to emphasise that this change is not being introduced because of concerns
regarding student behaviour. On the contrary, our students have consistently demonstrated
that they can use mobile phones responsibly.

The decision has been taken to ensure that the school remains fully aligned with current
government expectations and statutory guidance relating to student wellbeing, safeguarding,
behaviour and the promotion of positive learning environments.

Security of Devices
We understand that mobile phones are valuable personal items and may be important for
students travelling to and from school.
All phones handed in will be:

e Placed in a named pouch.

e Stored securely in a locked location.

e Accessible only to authorised members of staff.

e Returned to students at the end of the school day.
Students remain responsible for ensuring that devices are clearly identifiable as their own when
handed in.

Contacting Your Child During the Day

Should a parent or carer need to contact their child urgently during the school day, the School
Office will be happy to assist. Likewise, if a student needs to contact home, appropriate
arrangements can be made through the School Office.

Working Together
We appreciate that this represents a change to long-established practice at The Valley School.
We are grateful for the support of our families as we implement this new arrangement and are



confident that students will approach this change with the same maturity and cooperation they
demonstrate every day.

If you have any questions regarding the new arrangements, please do not hesitate to contact
the school.

Yours sincerely,

e

David Pearce
Headteacher
The Valley School



